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= = 1 1s now two yeares, ſince 
vj part of theſe enſuing Pa- | 
pers, like the publike iflue 


of. the 7_ le, imperfect 
rc 


and undreſled , were ex- © 

poſed, without a Parent to proteſtthem, 
or any handtonouriſh them. Bur ſince 
your Moſt Sacred Majeſty was pleaſed 
graciouſly to.looke upon them, they are 
growne-/ into a Tract; and have an am- 
bicion-Clike the Gourd of Fonas)to dwell 
in the eye of the Sunne from whence 
they received life and increment.” And 
although, becauſe ſome violence hath 
- A? been 


been done to the profeſsion of the do- 
crine of this Treatiſe, it may ſeem to be 
' wverbum in tempore non ſuo, and like the 
offering Cypreſle to a Conquerour, or 
Palmes to a broken Army, yet I hope 
I ſhall the leſle need an Apology, be. - 
cauſe it 1s certaine, he does really diſ- 
ſerve no juſt and Noble intereſt, that 
ſerves that of the Spirit, and Religion, 
And becauſe the ſufferings of a K 1 w 6 
and a Confefſour are the great demon- 
ſtration to all the world that Truth is as 
Deare to your MajzsTr as the Tewells 
of your Diademe, and that your Con- 
ſcience 1s tender as a pricked eye, I ſhall 
pretend this onely to alleyiate the incon- 
venience of an unſeaſonable addreſſe, 
that I preſent your Majzes Ty witha 
humble perſecuted truth, of the ſame 
conſtitution with that condition where- 
by you are become moſt Deare to God, 
as. haying upon you the characteriſme 


of 


of the Crnicied of God, bearing i 1n your 
Sacred Perſon-the markes of . the Lord 
Feſus, who is your Elder Brother, the 
King of Sufferings, and the Prince of 
the Catholique Church. But 1 conſi- 
der that Kings, and their Great Coun- 
cels, and Rulers Eccleſiaſticall have a 
ſ peciall obligation for the defence of L1- 
turgies, becauſe they having the greateſt 
Offices, have the greateſt needs of auxi- 
liaries from Heaven,which are beſt pro- 
cured by the publike Spirit, the Spirit of 
overnment and Supplication. And ſince 
the firſt, the beſt, and moſt Solemne Li- 
turgies ad Set forties of Prayer were 
.made by the beſt and greateſt Princes, 
by «Moſes, by David, and the Sonne 
of David Your MajesTy may be 
pleaſed to obſerve ſuch a proportion of 
aha in my laying this (Apo- 
by for Liturgy ) at Your feer, that poſ- 
ly I may the caſier obtaine a pardon 
for 


for my great boldneſſe., which if I ſhall 
hope for, 1 all other contingencies I 
ſhall ent my ſelfe a perſon indiffe- 
rent whether live or die, fol may by 
either, ſerve Ged, and Gods' Church, 
and Gods Vicegerent, in the capact- 


_ ty of, 


Great Sir, 


Tour AHMajeſties mſi humble, 
and 


maſt obedient Subject 
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do Have read over this Booke which the AC- 
R ſembly of Divines 1s pleaſed to-call, [The - 
2 Direttory for Prayer.) I confeſle I came to 
it with much expectarion, and was in ſome 
DV VP meaure confident, I ſhould haye found 
itan exa&t and unblameable modell of Deyotion free 
from all thoſe Objections which men of their owne per- 
(waſion had obtruded againſt the Publike | Ziturgy of 
the Church of England; or ar leaſt, it ſhould have "im 
compoſed with ſo: much: artifice and fineneſle, thar ir 
might-have been to all the world, an argument of their 
learning and excellency of ſpirit, if not of the goodneſſe 
and- integrity of their Religion and purpoſes. I ſhall 
give no other charaQter of the whole, bur that the pub- 
like diſreliſh which I find amiongft Perſons y great pic- 
ty, of all qualities, not onely of great, but eyen of ordi- 
nary underſtandings, is to me ſome argument that ir lies 
{o open to the objections even of common {pirits, that 
the Scntpiler of it, did intend more to preyaile by the 
ſiicceſſe of their Armies, then the ſtrength of reaſon, 
and the proper grounds of perſwafion, which et moſt 
wiſe and good Men beleeveto be the more Chriſtian 
7 | B | way 
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| \ 


An Apology for Liturey. 
way of the two. But becauſe the judgmentI made of it 


from an argument ſo extrinſecall to the nature of the 


thing, could not reaſonably enable me to ſatisfic thoſe 
many Perſons who in their behalf defired me to conſi- 
der it, I reſolv'd tg looke upon it nearer, and to take its 
account from ſomething that was ingredicntto irs Con- 
Kirution, that I might be able both ts exhort and convince 
the Gainſayers, who refuſe to hold faſt Ti5ty aifov x7! Thy 
112 bv; that faithfull word which they had been taught 
by their Mother the Church of England. 

I ſhall decline to ſpeake of the efficient cauſe of this 
Diredory, and not quarrell at it, rhat it was compoſed 
againſt rhe Lawes both of England and all Chriftendome. 
It the thing were good and pious, and did not direQly or 
accidentally invade the rights of a juſt Superiaur,] would 
learne to ſubmit to the impoſition, and never quarrel at 
the incompetency of his authority that ingaged me to 


doe pious and holy things. And it may be when Iam a ' 


little more uſed to it, I ſhall not wonder at a Synod, in 
which not one Biſhop fits ( in the o_— of a Biſhop ) 
though I am moſt certaine this is the 

Englaud fance it was firſt Chriftned, But for the pre- 
ſent it ſeems ſomething bard to digeſt it, becauſe I know 
fo well that all Afemblies of the Church have admitred 
Prieſts to conſultation and diſpute, bur never to autho- 
rity and deciſion, till the Pope enlarging the phylacte- 
ries of the Archimandrites, and Abbots, did ſometime by 
way of priviledge and diſpenſation give to ſome of them 
decifive voices in publick Councels; but this was one 
of the things in which he did innovate and invade againſt 
the publike reſolutions of Chriſtendome , though he 


durſt nor doe it often, and yet when he did it, it wasin 


very {mall and inconfiderable numbers. _ 
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I faid I would nor meddle with the Efficient, and 
I cannot meddle with the Final cauſe, nor gueſle at any 
other ends and purpoſes of theirs then at what they 
publikely profeſſe, which is the abolition and deſtru- 
ion of the Booke of Common Prayer.which great change 


becauſe they are pleaſed ro call Reformation, 1 am con-! 


tent in charity to believe they thinke it ſo, and that they 
have Felum Dez, but whether ſecundum (cientiam, accor- 
ding to knowledge or no, mult be judg'd by them who 
conſider the matter, and the forme. 

But becauſe the matter is of fo great variety and 
minute Confideration, every part whereof would re- 
quite as much (crutiny as I purpoſe to beſtow upon the 
whole, I have for the preſent choſen to confider onely 
the forme of it, concerning which, I _— my judg- 
ment without any: ſharpneſle or bitternefle of ſpirit, for 
I am reſolved not to be angry with any men of another 
perſwaſion, as knowing rhar I differ juſt as much from 
them as they doe from me. "$r0 

The Dire&ory takes away that Forme of Prayer 
2 whichby the authority and conſent of all w obliging 
* power of the Kin ; hath been uſed and enjoyned 
© ever ſince the Reformation. But' this was'done by men 
> of differing fpirits, andof difagreeing inteteſts|; Some of 
them conſented to it, that they might-take 'away all ſet 
formes of prayer, and give way to every man's ſpirit; the 
other, that rhey might take away ths Forme, and give 
way and countenance to their owne; The Firſt, isan E- 
nemy to all deliberation. The Second, to all authority. 
They will have no man'to deliberate, Theſe would have 
none but themſelves. The former are unwiſe and raſh ; 
the latter are pleaſed with rhemfelyes;'and are full of 6- 
pinion. They: muſt 'be confidered'apart; forthey have 
B 2 | rent 
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An Apoloey for Liturey. 
rent the Queſtion in pieces, and with the fragment in his 
hand, every man'hath run his owne way. 

Ir#, of them that deny all ſet Formes , thongh in 
þ5: ſubjed matter they were confeſſed innocent and 

blameleſſe. 

And here I conſider that the true ſtate of the Que. 
tion is onely this, Whether it is better to pray to God 
with Conſideration, or without 2 Whether is the wiſer 
Man of the two, he who thinks and deliberates what to 

ſay, or he that utters his mind as faſt as it comes * Whe- 

| ther is the better man, he who out of reyerence to God 

is moſt carefull and curious that he offend not in hs 

tongue, and therefore he himſelfe deliberates, and takes 

| the beſt guides he can ; or he who out of the confidence 

Iſicrat. in P«- Of his owne abilities,or other exteriour aſſiſtances, 36 

nathcn. En Tos ey x; poglenas x; xSnv iT1 ay Varkaly niſeor ; ſpcaks what 
ever comes uppermoſt. | 

8. 8. And here have the advice and counſell of a very 

Eccleſ.5.z. Wiſe man, no leſlſe than Solomon, Be not raſh with thy 

| mouth, and let not thy heart be haſty to utter any thing be- 

fore God, for God is in Heaven and thou upon Earth, there- 

fore let thy words be few. The conſideration of the vaſt 

diſtance between God and us, Heaven and Earth, ſhould 

create ſuch apprehenſions in us, that the very beſt and 

choiceſt of our offertories are not acceptable but by Gods 

gracious vouchſafing and condeſcenfion : and thereforc 

lifice weareſo much indebted to God for accepting our 

beſt,;ir' is not-lafe yentured-to preſent him with.a dow- 

baked ſacrifice, and put him off with that which in na- 

ture and-humane conſideration, is abſolutely the work ; 

for ſuch- is all the crude and imperfe& atrerance of our 

more imperfe& conceptions ; Hoc now prob in philoſopho 

£614 ratio ſicut vita debet eſſe compoſita, ſaid Seneca, - 

| wilc 


4n Apology for Liturey. Te 
wiſe mans ſpeech ſhould be like his life, and actions ; 
compoſed, ſtudied, and confidered. And ifever incon- 
ſideration be the cauſe of ſinne, and vanity; it is in our 
words, and therefore is with greateſt care to be ayoided 

in our prayers, we being moſt of all concerned that God 

may have no quarrell againſt them, for folly, or im- 

ety. 
E” But abſtrating from the reaſon, let us conſider S$-9- 
who keeps the, precept beſt, He that dehberates, or he 
that conſiders not when he ſpeaks ? What man in the 
world is haſty to offer any thing unto God, if he be nor, 
who praies ex tempore? And then adde to it butthe 
weight of Solomon's reaſon, and let any man aniwer me 
if he thinks it can. well Rand, with that reverence we 
owe to the immenſe, the- infinite and to the eternall 
God, the God of wiſdome;, to offer him a ſacrifice, which 
we durſt not preſent to a Prince or a prudent Gover- 
nour zz re ſeria, ſuch as our prayers ought to be. 

And that this may not be daſh'd with a pretence S. 10+ 

it is carnall reaſoning, I defire it may be remembred, 

that it is the argument God himſelf vſes againſt lame, 

maimed and imperfect ſacrifices, Go and fo this to thy 

Prince, ſee if he will accept it; implying, that the beſt 

perſon is to have the beſt preſent ; and what|the Prince 

will ſlight as truly unworthy of him, much more is it 

unfit for God. For God accepts not of any thing, we 

give or doe, as if he were bettered by it; for therefore it's 

eſtimate is nottaken by it's relation or naturall compla- 

cency to. him, for in it ſelf iris to him as nothing : bur 

God accepts it by it's proportion and commenſuration 

to.us. That which we. call our beſt, andis truly ſoin 

humane eſtimate, that pleaſes God, for it declares that if 

we had better, we would give it him. Bur to reſerve the 

: B 3 | beſt, 
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eAlex. ab Alcx. 
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Tow, 1.4.C.17. 


An Apology for Lithrey. 
beſt, ſaies too plainly, that we think any thing 1s good 
enough for him. As therefore God in the Law would 
not be ſerved by that which was imperfe& in genere na- 
trre: {0 neither now, nor ever, will that pleaſe him 
which is imperfe& 7 genere morum, or materia intel- 
leftuali, when we can give a better. 

And therefore the wiſeſt ' Nations, and the moſt 
ſober Perſons prepared their Verſes and Prayers in ſet | 
formes, with as much religion as they drefled rheir ſacri- 
fices, and obſerv'd the rites of Feſtivalls and Burials, 
Amongſt the Romans it belong'd to the care of the 
Prieſts, to worſhip in preſcrib'd and determin'd words. 
In emi precatione qui vota effundit Sacerdos, Veſtam & 
Fanum alioſq, Deos preſcriptis verbis & compoſito car- 
mixe advocare ſolet. The Greeks did fo too, receiving Þ* 
their prayers by dictate word for word. 1tag, ſua car- Þ 
mina ſueg, precationes ſinguls dits inſtitute ſunt, quas ple- 
rung, nequid prepoſtere dicatur, aliquts ex preſcripts pre- 


. ire 7 ad wverbum referre ſolebat. Their hymnes and 


Thidem, 


rayers were ordained peculiar to every God, which, 
eſt any thing ſhould be.ſaid prepoſterouſly, were u- 
ſually pronounced word for word after the Prieſt, and 
out of written Copies z andthe Magi among the Perſi- 
ans were as conſiderate in their devotions ; Magos & 
Perſas primo ſemper diluculo canere Diis hymnos & las- 
des, meditato & ſolenni precations carmine, The Perſians 
ſang hymnes to their Gods by the morning twilight in 
4 premeditate, (olemne and metricall fornie of prayer, faith 
the ſame Authour. For fince in all the aGions and dif- 
courſes of men, that which is the leaſt conſidered is 
likely to be the worſt, and is certainly of the greateſt diſ- 
reputation, it werea ſtrange che e of opinjon, . to- 
wards God and Religion, to be'the moſt incurious of 


what 
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what we ſay to him, and in our religious offices. 1 & 
ſtrange that every thing ſhould be conſidered but our Pray- 
ers. It is ſpoken by Ex#apims to the honour of Proere- 

. fius Schollars, that when the Proconſul asked their ' 
judgments in a queſtion of Philoſophy, they were Te- Twi Proe- 
+14 ſnovies Te. Aerrtifs 7 TOA TKinlews x) Tov, ws 5% Gigi hf 1M. 
tiylor, cnc FfY exabilor, they with much confiderati- 
on and care gave in anſwer thoſe words of .1riſtides, 
that they were not of the number of rhoſe that uſed to 
yomit out anſwers , but of thoſe that conſidered every 

Z word they were to ſpeake. Nihil enins ordinatum eſt 

* quodpracipitatur & properet, {aid Seneca. Nothing can 

"3 be regular and orderly, that is baſty and precipitate, 
and therefore unleſle Religion be the moſt mmprudenr, 
trifling, and inconſiderable thing, and that the worke of 
the Lordis done well enough, when it is daze negligently, 
or that the ſanQuary hath rhe greateſt beauty, when ir 
hath the leaſt order, it will concerneus highly ro thinke 
our prayers and. religious offices are actions fit for wiſc 
men,and therefare to be done as the actions of wife men 
uſe ro be, thar is, de/pberately, prudemtly, and with greateſt 
conſideration. | 

Well then ! in the nature of the thing ex tempore 

faxmes have much the worſe of ir.. Bur it is pretended 
that there is ſuch athing as the gift of prayer, apraying 
with the ſpirit ;, F# neſcit tarda moliming. ſpivitus ſantti 
gratia, Gods Spirit (if he pleaſes ) can doe his worke as 
well in an inſtant, as in o__ premeditation, And to 
this purpole 3Fe pretended thafe: places of Scripture 
which {peak of the aſſiſtance of Gods fpirit in aur pray- 
ers, Zech. 12.10. And TI will paure npon. the houſe of 
David , and the inhabitants of Hieruſalem. the. ſpirit of 
race and ſpppiicetion. But elpecially Rom. $. 26, Like- 


miſe = 


An Apology for Liturgy. 
wiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities, for we know nat 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it ſelfe 
maketh interceſsion for us with groanings that cannot be 
uttered, &c, From whence the Concluiton that is infer. 
red is in the words of Saint Pasl, that we mnit pray with 
the Spirit, therefore not with ſet formes, therefore ex 
tempores 
The Colle&ion is ſomewhat wild , for there is 
great independency in the ſeverall parts; and much 
more is in the Concluſton rhen was virtually in the pre- 
miſes. Bur ſuch as it is, the Authours of ir, I ſuppoſe, 
will owne it. And theretore we will examine the maine 
deſigne of it, and then conſider the particular meanes of 
its perſwafion quoted in the Objection. | 
It is one of the Priviledges of the Goſpel, and the 
benefit of Chriſt's aſcenſion, that the Holy Ghoſt is 
given unto the Church, and is become to us the fountain 
of gifts and graces. But theſe gifts and graces are im- 
provements and helps of our naturall faculties, of our 
art and induſtry,not extraordinary, miraculous, and im- 
mediate infuſions of habits and gifts. That'withou: 
Gods ſpirit we cannot pray aright, that our infirmities 
need his help, that we know not what to aske of our 
ſelves is moſt true : and ifever any Heretick was more 
confident of his owne naturalls, or did ever more un- 
dervalue Gods grace, than.the Pelagian did, yer hc 
denics not this ; but what then ? therefore without ſtu- 
dy, without art, without premeditation, without lear- 
ning, the Spirit gives the gift of prayer,and it is his grace 
that without any naturall or artificiall help makes us 
pray ex tempore ? no ſuch thing: the Objection proves 
nothing of this. 
15. Here therefore we will joyne iſſue, whether - 
| gifts 


aA ONT INS” 


An Apology for Lirnpey. | | 

gifts and helps of the Spirir be immediate infufions of 
the faculties and powers and perfedt abilities * Or that 
he doth afliſt us onely by his aides externall, and inrer- 
nall, in the uſe of ſuch meanes which God and natiite 
hath given to tnan to ennoble his ſoule, betret his facul- 
ties, and to improve his undetſtanding ? ** Thar the 


' 


aides of the Holy Ghoſt ave onely aſiiFtantes to 19, in the uſe 
of naturall and artificiall meanes, I will undertake t6 
my; from thence it wilt evidently follow, that /4- 
3- bonr, and hard ſtndy, arid premeditation, will ſooneſt 
purchaſe the giff w/ prayer, and ascertaine us of the 4ſ(/- 
ftance of the Spirit, and therefore ſet Formes of Praye# 
ſtudicd and confidered of, are in a trne and propet fenfe, 
and without Enchufiaſme, the f7#its of the Spire, 
Firſt, Gods Spirit did affift the Apoſtles by wates extta- 
_— and fit for the firſt inftixution of Chriſttanity : 
bur dotha 


fiſt us now by theexpreſſes of thoſe firſt affi- 


ftances which he gavero them immediately. ; 

Thus the Holy Ghoſt brought ts their Memory al! 
things which eſa fpake and did, and by that meanes we 
come to know all that the Spirit kriew to be nieeeffary for 
os, the Holy Ghoſt being Aathour of ofar knowledge, 
| by being the fountaine of the Revelation, and we are 
rherefore' 5:oJiSax101, Farght by God, beeaae the Spirit of 


God revealed the Articles of our Religion thar they 


might be known all ages'6f the Church ; andrthis s 


S. 16. 


refine 3d, 26 cove find Lhe; AP NOF FIG NG oe 


phers, &c.. foy the perfecbing of the Saints, fav the work of 
the xiniſtry,for the edifyine of the Body of Chriſh, till we all 
come in the unity of the faith; and off the knowletot of the 
of Sin God nnts 4 perfett man,&c.” This wasrhe effect of 
Chiiſ's aſcenfion, when he gave cifis uihtomen, that is, 


o 
gt” na... 


—_— 


when he ſentche' Spirit; rhe verification: of the —_ | 
% | 0 


Ephel. 2. 8. 
3 Cor. 13, 9. 


| 


| 
An: Apology for Litargy,/ ? 
of the Father. The cffe@ of this immuſſion of the Holy . 2 
Ghoſt was to fill all things, and that for ever ; to build 
up the Church of God, untill the day of conſumma- 
tion; ſothat the Holy Ghoſt abides with the Church 
for ever, by-tranſmitting thoſe: revelations, which he 


taught the Apoſtles,to all Chriſtians in ſucceſſion. Now | 


as the Holy Ghoſt taught the Apoſtles,and by them till ; 3 
teaches us what to believe ; ſoit is certaine he taught the *? 


Apoſtles how, and what to pray; andbecaule ir is cer- | 


raine that all the rules concerning our duty in prayer, | 
and all thoſe graces which we are to pray for are tran(- | 
mitted to us by Derivation from the Apoſtles, whom | ? 
the Holy Ghoſt did teach even to that very purpoſe alſo, |? 
that they ſhould teach us ; it follows evidently that the | ? 


gift of prayer is a gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and yer to ve- | 
rife this Propoſition we need no other immediate inſpi- |. 
ration or extraordinary afliſtance than that we derive | * 


from the Holy Ghoſt by the conveyance of the Apo- F 1 
ſtolicall Sermons and Writings. _ 
The reaſon is the ſame in Faith and Prayer, and if | * 


there were any difference in the acquiſition, or reception, | * 


faith certainly needs a more immediate infuſion,as being 
of greateſt necelſity, and yer a grace to which we leaſt 
cooperate, it being the firſt of graces, and leſle of the |? 
will in it, then any other. But yetthe Holy Ghoſt is the |: 
'Authour of our faith, and we believe with the Spirit, (it | 
is Saint Pawl's expreſſion) and yet our belicf comes by hea- 
ring, and reading the holy Scriptures, and their interpre- 
tations. Now reconcile theſe two together, Faith comes 
yan and yet & the gift of the Spirit, and ir ſaics 
that the gifts of the Spirit are nor extafies, and imme- 


diate infuſions of habits, but helps from. God, to enable |: 
us upon the uſe. of the meancs of his owne appointment, | 
| | co || 


An Applogy for Litarey. © " 
to believe, to ſpeake,to underſtand, to propheſic, and to 
ray. ; I 
F But whoſoever ſhall looke for any other gifts of the . F. 19. 
Spirit beſides the parts of nature helped by induſtry and 

"2 Gods blefling upon it, and the revelations, or the ſup- 

3 plies of matter in holy Scripture, will be yery farre to 

* ſeek, having neither reaſon, promiſe, nor experience of 


his fide, For why ſhould the ſpirit of prayer be any 0- 
ther than as the gift and ſpirit of faith (as Saint Pasl calls 2 Cor. 4.13. 

3 it)acquired by humane meanes, uſing divine aides ? that 
| F is, by our cndeayours in hearing, reading, catechizing, 
 F deſires to obey, andall this bleſſed and promoted by 
God, this produces faith. Nay, it is true of us what: 
Chriſt told his Apoſtles, ſine me nihil poreſtis facere - 
not nhil magnum aut difficile, but omniud nhil , as 
Saint Auſtin obſerves. Withont me ye can doe nothing, 
and yet we were not capable of a Law, or of reward or 
puniſhment, if neither with him, nor without him, we 
were able to doe any thing. And therefore although in 
Z thBmidſt of all our co-operation we may ſay to God in 
the words of the Prophet, Domine omnia opera operatus 
es 1n obs, O Lord thou haſt wrought all our works in 
us, yet they are opera xoſtra ſtill; God works, - and we 
work ; Firſt is the yds o:e:4%, Gods graces brought to 
us, he helps and gives us abilities, and then expects our 
duty. And if the ſpirit of prayer be of greater conſe- 

uence then all the works God hath wrought in us be- 
fades, and hath the promiſe of a ſpeciall prerogative, ler 
the firſt be ——_ and the ſecond be ſhowne in:any 
good Record, and then I will confeſle the difference. - 

The Parallel of this Argument, 'I the rather urge, be- 
cauſe I find praying inthe Holy Ghoſt joypef with gra- 
ces which are as much Gods _ and produRtions of 
| 2 | the 
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An Apology for Litargy. , 
the ſpirit as any thing in theworld, and yet which the 
Apoſtle preſſes upon us as duties, and things put into ©; 
our power to be improved by our induſtry, and choſe |: 
are faith, ( in which I before inſtance) and charity, | 

Epiſt. Tud,v.29 Bug ye (beloved) building wp yu ſelves on your moſt holy | 
faith, praying in the Holy Gho#t, keep your ſelves in the | 
love of God. All of the ſame conſideration, Faith, and 
Prayer, and Charity, all gifts of the Spirit, and yer build © 

your ſelves in faith, and keep your ſelyes in love, and | 
therefore by a parity of reaſon, improve your ſelves in | 
the ſpirit of Prayer, that is, God by his Spirit having ſup- | * 
plicd us with marter, let our induſtry and co-operations |? 
per modum natxre, improve theſe gitts, and build upon |? 
this foundation. : 
$.21., Thus theSpiritof God is called #he Spirit of adoption, |* 
the Spirit of counſell, the Spirit of grace, the Spirit of | Þ 
weekeſſe, the Spirit of wiſdome. And without doubt he | 7 
is the tountaine of all theſe to us all, and that for ever, F * 
and yet it cannot reaſonably. be ſuppoſed, but that we |? 
muſt ſtir up the graces of God in us, co-operate with his | 
aſbſtances, ſtudy in order to counfel!, labour and con- | * 
{der in order to wiſdome, give all diligence ro make our | 
calling and clection ſure in order ro our adoption, in | 
which we are fcated by the Spirit. Now theſe inſtances |: 
are of gifts, as well as graccs, and ſince the daies of won- | * 
der and necdof miraclcs is expired, there is no more rea- | 
ſomto expe inſpiration of gifts, then of graces, without 
our cndeavours. It cencerns the Church rather to have 
rheſc ſecured than thoſe, and yet the Spirit of God puts 
ir upon the condition of our co-operation, for according 
te the Proverbof the old ſts, Dew haber finwm | 
factlem noz perforatum,, God's bofome is apt and cafe | 
rothe cmithow of graces and alliftanccs, bur-ir is = 4 
looſe © | 


An Apoldgy for Litnrey. 
looſe and ungirt z ſomething muſt be done on our parr 
we muſt improve the talents, and ſwell the bank , for it 
cither we lay them up in a napkin, or ſpend them, ſup- 
prefle the Spirir, or extinguith ir, we ſhall dearly account 
for it. | 

In the meane time if we may loſe the| gifts by our S. 22- 
owne fault, we may purchaſe them by our diligence : if 
we may leflenthem by incuriouſneſſe, we! may increale 
them by ſtudy : if we may quench the ſpirit, then alſo 
we may rcenkindle it : all which are evident probation 
that che Holy Ghott gives us affiſtances to improve our 
naturall powers, and to promote our acquiſire, and his 
aides are not inſpirations of the habir, or infuſions of a 
perfect gift, bur a ſubliming of what God gave us in the 
ſtock of nature and art to make it in a ſuthcient order to 
an end ſupernaturall and divine. . | 

The ſame doQrine we are taught by Saint Parl's ex- $. 23. 
hortation to Timothy, Neglett not the gift that is in thee, 1 Tim. 4.14. 
which was given thee by propheſie with the yn on of the 
hands of the Presbytery. And againe, ftirre up the gift of . Tim. 1.6. 
God which is in thee ___ ing 01 of my hands. Itchere 
be any gits of the Holy Ghoſt, and fpirituall influences, 
diſpented without our co-operation, and by infpiratior 
of the intire power, it is in ordination, and the perſons ſo 
ordeined are moſt likely to teceive the gif} of prayer, if 
any ſuch thing be for the edification of the Church, they 
being the men appointed to intercede, aftd ro ſtand be- 
tween God and the people, and yet this gift of God even 
in thoſe times when they were difpenſed with miracle, 
*Z and affiftances extraordinary, were giver a5 all things 
2 nowaregiven, by the meanes alfo of our erldeayonr, and 
was capable of improvement by induſtry, and of defail- 
lance by neple&t, and therefore much rather ts it ſonow 
C 3 | in 


An Apology for Liturgy. 
in the daies of ordinary miniſtration and -common afſi. 
ſtances. 

And indeed this argument, beſide the efhcacy of its 
perſwafion, muſt needs conclude againſt the Men to 
whom theſe adverſaria are addreſſed, becauſe them- 
ſelves call upon their Diſciples, to exerciſe the gift of 

prayer, and offcr it to conſideration, that ſuc 

* $0 af that horeby they become eyerciling it, is the way to betterit ; andif 
« nor ſlotbfull and negligent mm » agg 
« ſtirring up the gifts of Chriſt naturall endowments and artificiall endea- 
in them. But that cach one by yours are the way to purchaſe new degrees of 
- - rye Aqpcy mar yr it, it were not amiſſe they did confider a little 
« heart and rongue with further before they begin ; and did improve their firſt 
or 00 Thecriat Ec. Pre- and ſmalleſt capacities before they ventured 
facc ro the Di-eory. k 

any thing in publike by way of addrefle to 
Almighty God. For the firſt beginnings are certainly 
as improveable as the next degrees,and it 1s certaine they 
have morenecd of it, as being more imperfect and rude, 
Therefore when ever Gods Spirit hath given us any ca- 
pacitics, or affiſtances, any documents, motions , de- 
fires,or any aides wharſoever,they arc therefore given us 
with a. purpoſe we ſhould by our induſtry, $kill, and 
labour, improve them, becauſe without ſuch co-opera- 
tion, the intention is made void, and the worke im- 
perfect, 

And this is exatly the doQtrine I plainly gather from 
the objected words of Saint Paul, The Spirit helpeth our 
infirmities, ovalinapbdrlaes, it is in the Greek, collabo- 
rantem adjwuat. It is an ingeminate expreſſion of our 
labours. And that ſuppoſes us to have faculties ca- 
pable of improvement, and an obligation to labour, and 
that the effec of having the gift of prayer depends upon 
the mutual concourſe, that is, upon God bleſſing our 
powers.and our endeavours. And if this way the -Spi- 
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rit performes his promiſe ſufficiently, and does all. that 
we need, and all that he ties himſelf to; he that will 

multiply his hopes farther then what is ſufficient, or 
whar1s promiſed, may poſlibly deceive himſelf, bur ne- 
ver deceive God, and make him multiply and continue 
miracles to juſtific his phanſie. | 

Berter it is to follow rhe Scriptures for our guide, as in 
all things elſe, ſo in this particular, Epheſ.6. 17,18. Take 


3 the ſword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, Praying 


alwaies with all prayer axd ſupplication in the Spirit. The 
word of God'is the y kr of the _ praying in the Spirit 
is one way of uſing it, indeed the onely way thar he here 
| rag Praying in the Spirit then being the uſing of 
this Sword, and this Sword being the word of God, it fol-of 
lows evidently, that praying in the ſpirir, is praying in, 
or according to the word of God, that is, inthe directions, 
rules, and expreſſes of the Word of God, thar,is, ofthe 
holy Scriptures. For we have many infirmities, and 
we need the ſpirit to help; as doubting, coldnefle , 
wearineſſe,diſrcliſh of heavenly things, indifferency.; and 
theſe are enough to interpret the place quored in the 
Objection, abboas tying him to make words for us to 
= nogreat religious purpoſes when God hath done thar for 
= © us in other manner then what we dreameof. * * 

2 Sothatineffec, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, or with the 


z ſpirit, is nothing bur prayer for ſuchthings, and in ſuch 
# manner which God by his Spirit hath ravght us.in holy 


Scripture. Holy Prayers, ſþirituall ſongs, (0the Apoſtle. 
calls one part of prayer, vi, we = 2m or thankſ- 
giving, that is, Prayers or Songs, which are'ſpirituall 
materia. And if they be called ſþiritnat for the Efficient: 
cauſe too, the Holy Ghoſt being the Authour of them, 
it comes all to one, for therefore he is the cauſe and 

0 gia. 
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giver of them, becauſe he hath in his word revealed, 
what things we are to pray for, 6 there alſo hath taught i! 
us the manner. _ E 
6. 28. And this I plainly prove from the words of |} 
| "Rom. 8.25. Saint Paul before quoted, The Spirit helpeth onr infir- 
| zities, | for we know not what we ſbould pray for as we 
onght} In this we are infirme, that we know notour 
owne needs, nor our owne advantages : when the Holy 
Ghoſt hath taught us what to aske, and to aske that as 
we ought, then he hath healed our infirrmitics, and our 
ignorances in the matter and the manner; then we know 
what to pray for as we ought, then we have the grace of 
Prayer, and the Spirit of ſnpplication, And therefore 
-in the inſtance before mentioned concerning ſpiritual 
ſongs, when the Apoſtle had twice enjoyn'd rhe ufe of 
them in order to Prayer and Preaching, to inſtrudtion |? 
| and to Euchariſt, and thoſe to-be done by the aide of | 
{ * Eph.s.18,ig. Chriſt, and Chriſts fpirir, Whrar iv* one place he calls, Þ: 

» Col. 3.16, [beans filled with the Spirit: lnthe other he calls, [* the F 

dwelling of the mord of Chyiſt i as richly] plainly inti- 

mating to us, that when we are mighty1# the Scriptures, 

full of the word of Chriſt, then we arc filled with: the Spi- 

rit, becauſe the Spirit is the great Dictatour of them: to 

us, and the Remembrancer, and when: by fuch helps of 

Scripture we ſing Hymnes:re- Gods honour and our mu- 

. tuallcomtort, then we'fing and give thanks in the ſpirit. 

Andithis.is evident, if you;conſult rhe'places, and: com: 

re them. 

8.29. Andthatthisis.for ttiis reaſon called a-gift;ondfgrace, 

or iſſue of the Spirity is- ſo: evident and notorious. thar 

the ſpeaking of an ordinary: revealed* truth; is called' in 

=. . Scripture, «ſpeaking by: the'Spirit, 1'Cor.12. 8. Noman 

| AG 9.2% camſay. that Feſus is the Lordbut by the Holy Gho#F. For 

| though 


| 
| 
' 
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though the world could not acknowledge Jeſus for the 


this truth by Scripture, and by the po—_ of the A- 
poſtles to which they were enabled by the Holy Ghoſt, 


3 truth, which we are taught in our Creeds| and Cate- 
© chiſmes; and this light ſprang firſt from the immiſſion 
23 ofaray from Gods Spirit, we muſt for ever acknow- 
ledge him the fountaine of our light. Though we coole 
our thirſt at the mouth of the river, yet we owe for our 
; draughts to the ſprings and fountains from whence the 
* 3 waters firſt came, though derived to us by the ſucceſſion 
3 of a long current. If the Holy Ghoſt ſupplies us with 
& materials and fundamentals for our building, it is then 
$ cnough to denominate the whole edifice to be of him, 
although the labour andthe workmanſhip be ours-upon 
"2 .another ſtock. And this is it which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
3 1 Cor. 2.13. Which things alſowe ſpeake, not in the words 
3 which mans wiſdome teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt 
3 teacheth, comparing ſþirituall things with Girktwal, The 
Holy Ghoſt teaches, yer it is upon our co-operation, our 
ſtudy and endeavour; while we compare ſpirituall things 
with ſpirituall ,*the Holy is ſaid to reach ws, becauſe 
* theſe ſpirituals were of his ſuggeſtion and revelation. 
For it is a rule of the Sdh>ole, and there is, much 
reaſon in it, Habitns infuſt infanduntur per modum a6- 


manner- infuſed as other things are acquired, that is, 
ſtep by ſtep, by humane meanes and co-operation, and 


grace does not give us new faculties, and create another 


2% nature, but meliorates and improves our owne. And 
Z therefore what the Greeks called itys, habits, the Chri- 
Kians uſed to call #uojs & ognuale, gifts, becauſe we 

D | ; derive 


Lord without a revelation, yet now that we are taught” 


we need no revelation or Enthuſtaſme to confeſſe this _ 


quiſitorum, whatſoever 1s infuſed into us is/inthe ſame - 


r7 


F. 30. 
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derive affiſtances from above to heighten the habits, and 
Facilitate the actions, in order ro a more noble and ſuper. 
natural! end. And what Saint Pavl ſaid in the Refur- 
reRion, s alſo true in this Queſtion, That i not firſt which 
i fpiritnall, but that which is uaturall, and then that which 
# ſpiritual, The graces and gifts of the Spirit are poſt- 
ate, and are additions to art and nature. God directs 
our counſels, opens our underſtandings, regulates our 
will, orders our affeQions, ſupplics us with objeRs and 


arguments, and opportunitics,and revelations i» ſcripts, | 
and then moſt when we moſt imploy our owne endea- |_| 


vours, God loving to bleſle all rhe meanes, and inſtru- 
mentsof hisſervice, whether nr acquiſite, 

So thatnow I demand, W > lince the expira- 
tion of the age of miracles, Gods ſpirit does nor moſt 
aſſt us, when we moſt endeavour and moſt uſe the 
meanes * He that ſaies, Ne, diſcourages all men from 
reading the Scriptures, from induſtry, from meditation, 


from conference, from humane ars, and (ſciences, and þ 
from whatfocver cliſe God and good Lawes, provoke | 7 
us to by propoſition of rewards. Butif Tea, (as moſt cer- | 


tainly God will beſt crowne the beſt endeavours ) then 
the ſpirit of praycris greateft in him, who ( ſuppoſing 
the like capacities and opportunities ) ſtudics bardef: 
reads moft, practiſes moſt religioufly, deliberates moſt 
prudently ; and then by how much want of meancs, is 
worſe 'then the uſe of meanes, by fo much ex tempor: 
prayers are worſe then deliberate and ftudied. Excel- 
tent therefore is the Counfell of Saint Peter, 1. Epift. 
Ch.4.v.11. If any max ſpeake let hims = as the Oracles 
of God ( not lightly then and inc y ) If any mas 
miniſter, let him doe it as of the ability which God grotth, 
( great reaſon then ropur all his abilities and facukies to 
| 7 it ) 
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An Apology for Liturgy. | _ 
it) and whether of thetwo does moſt likely doe that, he 
that takes paines, and conſiders and diſcuſles, and ſo ap- 

roves and practiſes a forme, or he that never conſiders 
what he ſaies, till he ſaies ir, needs not much delibera- 
tion to paſſe a ſentence. Onely me thinks ic is moſt un- 
reaſonable that we ſhould be bound to prepare our ſelves 
* with duerequiſites to hear whart they ſhall ſpeak in pub- 
127 lique,and thatthey ſhould not prepare what to ſpeak, 
"2 asifto ſpeak were of cafier or of lefle confideration, than 
3 to hcare whatis ſpoken; or if they doe are what to 

2 ſpeakto the people, it were allo very fit they prepar'd 

23 theirprayers, and conſidered before hand of the fitneſle 
3 ofthe Offertory they preſent to God. | 

3 Laſtly, Did not the Pen-men of the Scripture, write Þ$. 32. 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels reſpectively all 'by the Spirit ? 

Moſtccertamly, holy Men of God ole 4 they were moved 
3 by tbe Holy Gho#t, Girh Saint Peter. And certainly they 

* were moved by a more immediate motion, 'and a mo- 

3 tion neerer toan Enthuftaſme, then now _ . UP ER 
2 adaics inthe gift and ſþirit of Prayer. And pms Hs bl ron. 


2 yet in the midſt of thoſe great aſiftances cinid edmoto pleifro, aut hauſts calice, 


| 2 > : +, dedetunt. (Gen. 44.5.) Soph 
3 and motions they did uſe ſtudy, art, in- Fr: ft in by Karin, 22 


Z duſtry, and humane abilities. This is bi, & i quo axgurart ſoler. Dixit 


% in the language, ſometimes not true Greek, w 


= morcthanprobablein the different ſtiles 09s Tofpbi. Er afferce pſulto 
= of the ſevecrall Bookes , ſome being of ow are. Reg, 3. 15.) 
© admirablcart, others lower and plaine. | 

The words were their owne, at leaſt ſometimes, not the 

Holy Ghoſts. And if Origen, Saint Hierome, and clpe- py, x,y; x 
= cially the Greek Fathers, Scholiaſts and Grammarians fiſt.«4 Fo.Ecki- 
= were not deceived by falſe Copies, but that they.truly ** 5K 0. 
> didobſerve, ſometimes to be impropriety of — | 


2 thinkthoſcerrours or imnperfeRions in Grammar, were 


D 2 | (in | 


(4) Homil 16, 
7 Numer. 
(b)Lib.5 contr, 
Eunom.c.penult. 
(c) Lib. $. in 
Luca. c. 16. 
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(in reſpeR of the words, I ay, preciſely ) immediate in- | 
ſpirations and dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, and not rather | 
Tt owne productions of induſtry and humanity © But | 
clearly ſome of their words were the words of Aratuy, 
ſome of Epimenides, ſore of Menander, ſome of S. Paul 
[This ſpeake 1, not the Lord.) Some were the words of 
Moſes, even all that part of the Leviticall Law which 
concerned divorces, and concerning which, our bleſſed 
Saviour affirmes, that Moſes permitted it, becauſe of the 
hardnefſe of their hearts, but from the beginning it was 
not {o : and divers others of the ſame nature collected 
and obſerved to this purpoſe, by (4) Origen, (b) S. Baſil, 
(c) Saint CAmbroſe ; and particularly, that promiſe which 
S.Paul made of calling upon theCorinthians as he paſſed in- 


- to Macedonia, which certainly in all rea{on.is to be preſu- 


med to have been ſpoken humanitas,8 not by immediate 
inſpiration and infuſion, becauſe S. Paul was ſo hindred 
that he could not be as good as his word, and yet the 
Holy Ghoſt could have foreſeen it, and might better 
haveexcuſed it, if Saint Paub had laid ir upon his ſcore; 
but he did not, and it is reaſonable enough to believe 
there was no cauſe he ſhould, and yet becaufe the Holy 
Ghoſt renewed their memory, improved their underſtan- 
ding, ſnpplied to ſome their want of humane learning, 
ſo aſſiſted them-that they ſhould not commir an er- 
rour in fa or opinion, neither in the narrative nor dog- 
maticall parts, therefore they writ by the Spirit. Since 
then we cannot pretend upon any grounds of probabi- 
lity to an inſpiration ſo immediate as theirs, and yet 
their affiſtances which they had from the Spirit did not - 
exclude humane arts md induſtry, but that the ablcſt 
Scholat did write the beſt, much rather js this true in the 
gifts and afliſtances we receive, and particularly in the 


gift 
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ep of Prayer, it is not an ex tempore and an inſpired fa- 
city, but the faculties of nature, and the abilities of arr 
and induſtry are improv'd and ennobled by the ſuper- 
 * vening aſkiſtances of the Spirit. - And if theſe who pray 
ex tempore, ſay that the aſſiſtance they receive from the 
Spirit is the inſpiration of words and powers without 
the operations of arr and naturall abilities and humane 
induſtry, then beſides that ir is more then the Pen-men 
of Scripture ſometime had ( becauſe they needed no ex- | 
traordinary affiſtances to what they could of themſelves 
doe upon the ſtock of other abilities ) beſides this, I ſay, | 
it muſt follow that ſuch Prayers ſo inſpired, if they were 
committed to writing, would prove as good Canonicall 
Scripture as any is in Saint Pawl's Epiſtles, the impudence 
of which pretenfion is ſufficient to prove the extreme ya- 
nity-of the —_— EE. 

The ſumme is this. Whatſoever this gift is, or this 
ſpirir of prayer, it is to be acquired by humane induſtry, 
by learning of the Scriptures, by reading, by conference, 
and-by whatſoever elſe faculties are improved, and ha- 
birs enlarged. Gods Spirit hath done his worke ſuffici- 
ently this way, and he loves nor either in nature or grace 
(which are his two great {anions ) to multiply miracles 
when there is no need. 

Fw; now let - _ a man that pretends he hath = 
Lift of Prayer, and loves to pray ex tempore, I {uppole his 
thoughts _ a little "ar aryl —_— - jus 29 mc 
Whether cannot this man, when it is-once come into his 
head, hold his tongue, and write downe what he hath 
conceived © If his firſt conceptions were of God, and 
Gods Spirit thenthey are ſo. ſtill, even when they ar& 
written. Or is the Spirit departed from. him, upon the 
ſight of a Pen and Inkhorne 2 Ir did uſe to be otherwiſe 

D 3 among 
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among the old and new Prophets, whether they were *'* 
Prophets of prediction, or of ordinary miniſtery. Butif |. 
his conception may be written, and being written, is ſtill | 
a production of the Spirit, then it followes that ſer forms 
of prayer, deliberate, and deſcribed, may as well be a 
praying with the Spirit, as ſudden formes and ex tewpore 
out-lcts. 

Now the caſe being thus put, I would faine know what 
the difference is between deliberate and ex tempore Pra- 
yers, favconely thatin theſe there is lefle contideration 
and prudence; for thatthe other are (at leaſt as much 
as theſe ) the productions of the Spirit , is evident in 
the very caſe put in this Argument: and whether to 
conſiderand to weigh them be any diſadvantage to our 
devotions. 1 leave it to all wife men todetermine ; So 
that in effect ſince after the pretended aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit in our prayers we may write them downe, confi- 
der them, try #he ſpirits, and ponder the marter, the rea- 
ſon and the religion of the addrefle , let the world judge 
whether this ſudden utterance and ex tempore formes 
be any thing clſc but a direct reſolution not to conſider 
beforc hand what we ſprake. Sic itaque habe, wt iftam 
virs dicend; rapidans, aptionens efſe circulenti judices quan 
agenti rem magnam pap ſeriam docentig,, They are the 
words of Senece, and cxprefſe what naturally flowes 
from the premiſes. The pretence of the Spirit, and the 
giftof prayer is not ſufficient to juſtific the diſhonour 
they doe to Religion in ferving it in the loweſt and moſt 
indeliberate manner, norquit ſuch men from unreaſon- 
ablencfic and folly who will dare to ſpeake to God in 
the preſence of the people, and in their behalf, without 
| deliberation, or leaming, or Rudy. Nothing is a greater 

diſreputation tothe prudence of a Diſcourſe, then to ſay 

| it 
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it was a thing made up in haſte, thar is, without due con- 
fidering. | 

Purkein E conſider, and I with they whom it concerns 
moſt, would doe fo too : that ro prerend the Spirit in fo 
unreaſonable a manner ro {o il! purpoſes, and withour 
reaſon, ot promiſe, or probability for doing ir, is a very 
great crime, and of dangerons coniequence. Ir was rhe 
oreateſt aggravation of rhe fin of Ananias and Saphira, 
-drvract 73 ayroy 79 mivua, that they did faliely pretend 
and belye the Holy Spirit, which crime beftdes rhar ir 
diſhonours the holy Ghoſt, co make him the preſident 


of imperfe&t andiilliterate rires, the author of confufion, * 


and indeliberate Difcourtes, and rhe parent of fuch pro- 
ductions which a wife perſon would bluth ro owne : it 
alſo intitles him to all thoſe Doctrines which cither 
Chance or Deſigne thall expoſe to the people in ſuch 
prayers, to which they entitle the holy 5p as the Au- 
thor and immediate DiQaror. Sothar it they pleaſe, he 
mult not onely own their follics, but their impicties roo; 
and hoy great diſ-reputation this is to the Spirit of Wiſ- 
dome, of Counſel, and of Holinefſe, I wiſh they may ra- 
ther underſtand by Diſcourſe then by Experiment. - | 

But ler us look a little farther into the myfterie, and 
fee what is meant in} Scriprere by [ praying with the Spi- 


= rit. Inwhatſenſe the holy Ghof is called the Spirir of 


Prayer, I have already ſhewn, w#F. 
as he is the Spirit of Faith, of pr 

a#nderfranding, and the like , becauſe he gives us affiſtan- 
ces for the acquiring of theſe graces , and furnifhes ns 
with revelations by way of obje& and ipftruction. Bur 
praying with the Spirit hath befides this, ather ſenſes alfo 
m Scripcure. I find in one place, that we'then pray with 
the Spiit, when the holy Ghoſt does aQtally excite us 


tO. 


by the ſame reaſon 


c, of knowledge, of 


23 


8. 36, 
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ro deſires and earneſt tendencies, to the obtaining our 
holy purpoſes, when he prepares our hearts to pray, 
when heenkindles our defires, gives us zeal 8 devotion, 
| charity and fervour, ſpirituall violence, and holy im- 
portunity. This ſenſc is alſo in the latrer part of the 
objeed words of S. Paul, Rom. 8. The Spirit it ſelfe, 
maketh Interceſſion for us with groanings. And indeed 
this is truly a praying with the Spirit, but this will doe 
our Reverend Brethren of the Aſſembly lirtle advantage 
 astothe preſent Queſtion. For this Spirit is not a Spirit 
of utterance , not at all clamorous in the eares of the 
people, bur cryes loud in the cares of God with [' groans 
#utterable,”7] fo it followes, and onely [He that ſearchith 
the heart, he underſtandeth the meaning * the Spirit.) 
This is the Spirit of rhe Sonne, which God hath ſent into 


'Sunt ue met ? 


ſor ne ni ? imo 997 hearts, (not into our tongues) whereby we ys Abba, 


mT Father, Gal.4.6. And this is the great dvv:»7ia for men- 
dcfiz, aliquandao 2.4 , 

Ts ua, tall prayer, which is properly and truly praying by the 
m te Augult. P1rit, 

* codem modo quo 


S. Auguſt. dixit Deo,(onqueror tibi Domine lachrymis Feſu Chriſti, de quo diun eſt , Heb. 5. 7; 
Seioes 78x) Inernelas WW neguyhs Iguvegs x) Sargywr megdiveyxe. 

&. 38. Another praying with the Spirit I find in that place of 
Saint Pazl, from whence this expreflion is taken, and 
commonly uſed, 1 will pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray 
with the underſtanding alſo. It is generally ſuppoſed that 
Saint Paul relates here to a ſpeciall and extraordinary 
gift of Prayer, which was indulg'd to the Primitive Bi- 
ſhops and Prieſts,the Apoſtles and Rulers of Churches, 
and to ſome other perſons extraordinarily, of being able 
to compoſe prayers, pious in the matter, prudent in the 
compoſure, devout in the formes, expreſſive in the lan- 
guage ; and in ſhort, uſefull ro the Charch, and very 

apt - 
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apt for devotion, and ſerving to her religion and neceſſi- 
ties. I beleeve that ſuch a gitt there was , and this indul- 

ed as other iſſues of the Spirit ro ſome perſons , upon 
Peciall neceſlities, by ſingular diſpenſation,as the Spirir 
knew to be moſt expedient, for the preſent need, and the 
future inſtrution. This I beleeve, not becauſe I finde 
ſufficient teſtimony that it was ſo, or any evidence from 
the words now alledged. but becauſe it was reaſonable it 
ſhould be ſo, and agreeable to the other proceedings of 
the holy Ghoſt. For although we account it an caſte mat- 
ter, to make prayers, and we have great reaſon to give 
thanks to the holy Ghoſt for it, who hath deſcended ſo 
plentifully upon the Church, hath made plentifull reve- 
lation of all rhe publike and private neceſſities of the 
world, hath taughr us how to pray, given rules for the 
manner of addrefle, taught us how to diſtinguiſh ſpiritu- 
all from carnall things, hath repreſented the vanity of 
. worldly defires, the unſatisfyingneſſe of earthly poſſeſ- 
ſions, the blefling of being denyed our impertinent, ſecu- 
lar, and indiſcreet requeſts, and hath done all this at the 
beginning of Chriſtianity, and hath actually ſtirred up 
the Apoſtles and Apoſtolicall men to make fo many. 
excellent Formes of Prayer, which their ſucceſſors did-in 

' part retaine, and in part imitate, till the conjun& wiſ- 
dome of the Church ſaw her offices complear, regular 
and ſufficient. So that now every man'is able ro make 
ſomething of Formes of Prayer, (for which ability they 
thould do well to pay their Euchariſt to the holy Ghoſt, 
and not abuſe the gift to vanity or ſchiſme) yet at the 
- firſt beginning of Chriſtianity, rill the holy Spirit did fill 
all things,they found no ſuch plenty of forms of Prayer: 
and it was accounted a matter -of ſo great conſideration 
to make a Form of Prayer, _ it was thought a fit on 

| or 
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for a Prophet, or the Founder of an Inſtitution. And | 
therefore the Diſciples of Fohn asked of him to teach | 
thews how to pray ,, and the Diſciples of Chriſt did ſo too, 
For the Law of Moſes had no rules to inſtru the Syna. 
20guec how to pray ; and but that Moſes, and David, and 
parent ſome few of the Prophets more, left formes of 
Prayer which the Spirit of God inſpired them withall 
upon great neceſſities, and great mercy to that people, 
they had not knowne how to have compoſed an office, 
for the daily ſervice of the Temple, without danger of 
asking things ncedleſſe, vaine, or impious, ſuch as were 
the prayers in the Roman Cloſets, that he was a good 
man that would not owne them, = 

Et wihil arcano qui raget ore De0s, 

Palchra Laverua 

Da mihi fallere, dajuſtum, ſanttumg, videri 

Nottem peccatis & frantliibus objice nubem, 
But when the Holy Ghoſt came downe in a full breath, 
and a mighty wind, he filled the breaſts and tongues of 
men, and furniſhed the firſt Chriſtians not onely with a- 
bilities enough to frame excellent devotians for their 
preſent offices, but alſo to become precedents for Litur- 
2y to all ages of the Church, the firſt being imitated by Þ- 
the ſecond, and the ſecond by the third, till the Church | 
being ſetled in peace, and the records tranſmitted with . 
oreater care, and preſerved with lefſe hazard, the | 
_ choſe ſuch Formes whoſe Copies we retaine & 

day. 

Now fince it was certaine that all ages of the Church 
would looke upon the firſt Fathers in Chriſt, and Foun- 
ders of Churches as precedents, and Tutours, and 
Guides, in all the parts of their Religion, and that prayer | 
with its ſeycrall parts, and inſtances, is a great _ 4 
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of the Religion (the Sacraments themſelves being in- 
ſtruments of grace, and effecuall in gewere orations) it is 
very reaſonable tothink that the Apoſtolicall men, had 


- not onely the frlf fruits, but the elder Brothers fhare, a 


double portion gf the Spirit, becauſe they were not onely 
to ſerve their owne needs, to which a fingle and-an ordt- 


portion would have been then ($ now) abundantly . 


nary 
ſufficient but alſo to ſerye the neceſſity of the ſucceſſion, 
and to inſtruc the Church for ever after. 

But then, that this aſſiſtance was an abſlity to __ 
zempore, I findit no where affirmed by ſufficient authen» 
tick Teſtunony, and-if they could have done it, it is very 
likely they would have been wary, and reſtrained in the 
publike ufe of it. I,doubt not bur there migh 
tome fudden necctitics of the Church, for which the 


-3 Churchbeing in her infancy had not as yer provided any 


like formes, concerning which: caſcs, I may ſay as 
Funlano an Dame the-grear and fidden needs 
O 


trhien' be ' 


27 


F. 40. 


the Common-wealth, Quaram fs que no dice cniewn> me oxmpurai 
gue innocentiam civium, fed amicorwne a6 propinguormm dieendi faculare 


alicui evenerit, ftabitne matns, or ſalutarem parentibus 
vocem, ftatim, ſi non ſaccurratar,, perituris, moras & ſe- 
ceſſum &r felentium querer, dum illa verba fabricentur, & 


= memories infidant, & vox as latus preparetur ? I doe not 


thinke that rhey were oratores imparati ad caſws, but that 
an ability of praying on a ſudden was indulged to them 
by a fpecall aide of ther Spirit-to' conteſt againſt ſudden 


| dangers, and the violence of new accidents, towhich al- 
7 fo poſſibly anew inſpiration, was. but for a very little 
7 while neceſſary 


, even ill rhey underſtood-the myſteries 


7 of Chriſtianity, and rhe revelations of the Spirir, by pro- 
7 portionang analogy ro which they were ſufficiently 19- - 
WM -- | E 2 ſtructed 
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ſtructed to make their ſudden prayers when fudden oc- 
cafions did require. 

This I ſpeak by way of conceſſion and probability, |* 
Forno man can prove thus much as Iam willing (rely. | 
ing uporithe reaſonableneſle of the Conjecture ) to ſup. 
poſe ; bur thar praying with the Spirit in this place, is 
praying without ſtudy, art, or deliberation, is not ſo 
much as intimated. 

For, 1.It is here implyed that they did prepare ſome of 
thoſedevotions to which they were helped by the Spirit, 
Fray ouvigys04,Exa50; vuay &a94udv Ty4, when you come together 
each of you (peradventure) hath a Pſalme. x4 not Tus, 
not every one makes, but when you meet, every oxe hath, | © 
viF. [already] which ſuppoſes they had it prepared a- | * 

ainſt the meeting. For the Spirit could help as well at | 

ome in their meditation; gs:in the publike upon a ſud- 
den : and though it is certaine, the Holy Spirit loves to 
bleſſe the publike meetings, the communion of Saints 
with ſpeciall benediQions ; yet I ſuppoſe my Adverſa} | 
. ries are not willing to acknowkdge, any thing that \þ 

ſhould doe much reputation to the Church,and the pub- Þ 
like authoriz'd conventions ; at leaſt, not to.confine the 
Spirit to ſuch holy and bleſſed meetings. They will (1 
ſuppoſe ) rather grant-the words doe probably intimate 
they came prepared with a Hymne, and therefore there 
is nothing in the nature of the thing, but thar ſo alſo 
might their other formes of Prayer; the aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit ( which is the thing in Queſtion) hinders nor, but 
that rhey alſo might have made thera by premeditation. 

2. Inthis place, praying with the Spirit, ſignifies, no 
other extraordinary aſſiſtance, but that the Spirir help'd 
them to ſpeake their prayer,. in an unknowne Tongic, 
; nd 
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idy yeag Teo0% y Oper Away, T3 Tye weary xleu, If I pr 

in 4 tongue, my ſpirit prayeth, but my underſtanding i with- 
ont fruit, whatthen ? I will pray with the ſpirit, and I will 
pray with the underftanding alſo. Plainly' here, praying 
in the Spirit, which is oppoſed to praying in underſtan- 
ding, is praying in an unknown tongue z| where by the 
way obſerve, that praying with the Voirks, even in (enſe 
of Scripture, is not alwaies moſt to edification of the 
people. Not alwaies with underſtanding. And when 
theſe two are ſeparated, Saint Pawl preferres five words 
with underſtanding, before ten thouſand in the ſpirit. 
For this praying with the Spirit was indeed then a gift 
extraordinary and miraculous, like as prophecying with 
the Spirit and expired with ir. But while it did laſt it 
was the loweſt of gifts, inter dona linguarum, it was but 


a gift of the tongue, and not to the benefit| of the Church 


direQly or immediately. 

This alſo obſervein paſſing by. If Saint Paxl did fo 
underyalue the praying with the Spirit, that he preferred 
edifying the Church a thouſand degrees 
ſuppoſe he would have been of the ſame mind, if the 
Queſtion had between praying with the Spirit,and obey- 
ing our Superiours, as he was when it was between pray- 
ing with the Spirit and edification of the Church, be- 
cauſe ( if I be not miſtaken ) it is matter of great concern- 
ment towards the edification of the Church, to obey our 
Superiours, not to, innovate in publike formes of wor- 
ſhip, eſpecially with the ſcandal! and offence of very wiſe 
and learned men, and tothe diſgrace of the dead Mars 
tyrs, who ſealed our Liturgy with their bloud. 

- Buttoreturne. In this place, praying with the Spirit, 
beſide the affiſtance given by the Holy Ghoſt to ſpeake 
ina ſtrange tongue, 1s _—_ then, [my ſpirit. proying, 1 

3 4 


beyond it; I 


$.44- — 
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thar is, it implies my co-operation with the aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit of God, inſomuch that the whole ation may 
truly be denominated mine, and is called (of the Spirit) 
only by reaſon of that collaterall affiftance. For 6 
Saint Paul joynes them as termes identicall, and cxpre(- 
five one of anothers meaning, as you may pleaſe to read, 
Ver. 14, & 15. 1 Cor. 14. 1 will pray with the Spirit, and 
my ſpirit truly prayeth. It is the act of our inner man, 
praying holy and fpirituall prayers. But then indeed ar 
that time there was ſomething extraordinary adjoyned, 
for it was in an unknown Tongue, the praQtiſe of which 
Saint Paul there: diflikes. This ao will be to none of 
their purpoſes. For whether it were ex tempore, or by 
premediration is not here expreſfed ; or if it had, yer thar 
aſſiſtance extraordinary' in r, ifthere was any be- 
fide the gift of Toxexes, ( which is not here, or any where 
elſe expreſſed)is no more tranſmirred to us.then the fpea- 
king tongues: in the Spirit, or prophecying ex tempor: 
_ by the Spirit. | 

But Iwould adde alſo one experiment which S. Parl 
alſo there adds. by way of inſtance. If praying with the 
ſpirit in this place be praying ex tempore, then fo is fing- 
ing roo. For they are expreſſed in the fame place in the 
ſame manner, to the ſame exd, and I know no reaſon 
why there ſhould be differing fenſes put upon: them to 
ſerve.purpoſcs. And nowlerus have ſome Church Mu- 
{ique roo, choughthe Organs be pull'd down,and let any 
che-beſt Pfalmiſt of them all, compoſeaHymnin Metri- 
ell form(as 4ntipater Sidonins in Quintilian, & Licinins 
Archias in Cicero.could: doe in their Verſes) and fing it . 

| toancy tune with perfect and truce muſick, and all this 
ex termapore.. For all this. the Holy: Ghoſt can doe if he 
pleaſes-; Pur if it be ſaid'tharthe Corinthian Chriſtians, 
' compoſed 


4 way inthe world to pray with e 
3 Ghoſt, that is pertinent to this Queſtion. 


{3 laſt manner the Scriptnre determines nothing,nor ſpeaks 


4n Apology for Liturgy. | 
compoſed their Songs and Hymnes according to art 
and rules of bluick, by ſtudy ad induſtry, pos 1 to 
this they were aſliſted by the Spirit, and'thart this to- 
gether with the deyotion of their {pirit, was finging with 
the Spirit, then ſay; ſo — ſet formes of Litur- 
gy by skill, and prudence, and humane induſtry, may be 
as much praying with the Spirit, as the other is ſinging 


© with the Spirir. Plainly enough. In all the ſenſes of 


praying with the Spirir, and in allit's acc p__ in 
Scripture, to pray or ſing with the ſpirir, neither of them 
of necefiity inplies ex tempoye. 

The ſumme or Colle of the premiſes is this. Praying 
with the ſpirit, is either, (1) when the Spirit ſtirres up our 
deſires to pray,per motionem attualis auxilii ; or (2)when 


I the ſpirit teaches us what, or how to pray, telling us the 


matter, and manner of our prayers. (3 OrJaſtly, dita- 
ting the very words of our prayers. There is no ather 
Spirit, or,in the Holy 

nd of this 


x any thing expreſly of it, and yet ſuppoſe it |had, we are 


; 


£ certain the HMy Ghoſt hath ſu 


pplied ns, 'with: all rheſe, 


* and yet inſet formes of Prayer beſt ofall, Tmean, there 
2 where adifference can be, For (1) as for rhe(defires, and 
Z aQuall motions or incitements to pray, they are indif- 


ferent troone or the other, to ſet formes, or to ex #empere. 


2. But as to the matter or manner of prayer.jt is clearly 


Z contained in the expreſſes, and ſer formes of Scriptures, 
Z andtherc it is ſupplicd to us by the Spirit, for he is the 


F 
ie, 
EN 
beg 
or - 
Fy* 

T 

'Y, 


2 of the holy Spirit: ic is not reaſon nor modeſty to ex- 


| great DiRtatour of it. 


3. Now then for the very words. No man can afſure 
methat the words of his ex tempoye prayer are the words 


pect. 


S. 47+ 
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& ſuch immediate afliſtances to ſo little purpoſe, he 
aving ſupplicd us with abilities more then enough to 
expreſſe our defires aliunde, otherwiſe then by imme- F 
diate dictate ; Bur if we will take David's Pfalter, orthe | 
other Hymnes of holy Scripture, 6r any of the Prayers | 
which are reſperſed over the Bible, we are ſure enough 
thar they arc the words of Gods ſpirit, mediately or 
immediately, by way of infuſton or extaſie, by vition, 


or at leaſt by ordinary aſſiſtance. And now then, what 5 
greater confidence can any man have for the excellency |# 
of his prayers, and the probability of their being ac- Þ5 


cepted, then when he prayes his Pſalter, or the Lords # 
Prayer, or any other office which he finds conſignedin Þ? 
Scthprure 2 When Gods ſpirit ſtirres us up to an atuall |. 


devotion, and then we uſe the matter he hath deſcribed Þ* 
and raughr, and the very words which Chriſt & Chriſts Þ* 


ſpirit, and the Apoſtles, and other perſons, full of the 
Holy Ghoſt did uſe; If in the world there be any pray- #7 
ing with the. Spirit (1 meane, in vocall prayer ) this Þ? 
is It. | l 
And thus I have examined the intire and full ſcopeof 


this Firſt Queſtion, and rifled their Obj&tion, which 


was the onely colour to hide the appearance of its riatu- 
rall deformity at the firſt ſight. The reſult is this, Scri- 
bendum ergo quoties licebit , $1 id non dabituy cogitandum: 
ab utroque excluſi, debent tamen adniti, ut neque depre- 
henſis orator, neque deſtitutus eſſe videatur. © In making 
* our Orations and publike adyocations, we muſt write 
& what we meaneto ſpeake, as often as we can ; when we 
* cannot, yet we muſt deliberate, and ſtudy, and when 
<< the ſuddenneſle of the accident prevents both theſe, 
<« we muſt uſe all the powers of art and care that we 
© have apreſent mind, and call in all our firſt proviſt- 

*< ons, 
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& 9ns, that we be not deſtitute of matter and 'words a 

« for the imployment. This was .2»:ntilian's rule for 

the: matter of prudence, and in ſecular occafions, but 

when the inſtance is in Religion, and eſpecially in our 

rayers, it will concern us nearer, to be curious and deli- 

berte what we ſpeak in the audience of the eternal God, 

when our lives and our ſoules, and the honour of God, © 
2 andthe reputation of Religion are concern'd, and what- 
2 Goeveris greateſt in it ſelf, or deareſt to us. 


He ſecond Queſtion hath in it ſomething more 2##f. 2. , 
of difficulty ; for the Men that owne it will give $-51- 
3 kave that ſer formes may be uſed, (0. you give 
8. leaveto them to make them ; bur if authority ſhall in- 
# terpoſe and preſcribe a Liturgy, every word ſhal breed a 
7 quarrell, and if the matter be innocent, yer the very in- 
28 junction is tyranny, a reſtraining of the gifts of the Holy 


=} Ghoſt, ir leaves the ſpirit of a Man ſterile and unpro- 
7 firable, it is not for edification of the Church, and is as 
27 deſtitute of comfort, as it is of profit. For. God hath 
47 not reſtrain'd his Spirit to thoſe few that rule the Church 
* inprclation-above others, but if he hath given to them 
the ſpirit of government, he hath giyen to others the ſpi- 

rit of prayer, and the ſpirit of Prophefie. Now the mani- , c,.,,.., 
feſtation of the Spirit s given to every man to profit witÞ- 
all, for to one is given by the Spirit &o word of wiſdome, 
to another the.word of knowledge, by the ſame Spirit. And 
theſe and many other gifts are given to ſeverall mem- 
bers that they may ſupply one another, and all joyne to 

the edification of the body: And therefore|that muſt 

needs be an impfudent ſanion that ſo determines the 

offices-of the Church, that ſhe cannot be cdified by that 

yariery of gifts which the holy Spirit hath giyen to ſeve- 

1a F E rall 
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rall men to that purpoſe, juſt as if there ſhould be a Ca. 
non, that bur one Sermon ſhould be preached in all 
Churches forever. Beſides, it muft needs be, that the 
deyotion of the ſuppliants maſt be much retarded by 
the perpetuity, and unalterable reiteration of the ſame 
forme ; For fince our affeRions will certainly vary and 
ſaffer great alteration of degrees, and inclinations, it is Þ: 
eaſier to frame words apt to'comply with our affetions | 
then ro conforme 'our affeions in all varietics. tothe 
ſame words : When the formes are dayly changed, itis 
more probable that every Man ſhall find tomerhing pro- Þ* 
portionable to his fancy, whichis the great inſtrument of Þ* 
Devotion, then to (uppoſe that any one forme, ſhould be Þ* 
like Mantia ficted-rocvery taſt ; and therefore in pray- 
ers; as'the affeQions mult be narurall, (weet, and proper, 
ſo alſo ſhould: the words exprefling the affections, iſſue 

Quinit.dial. de forth by way of naturall emanartion. Sed extemporali i 

Oraoris. andiciu atque-ipſias temeritatts vel-pracipua jurnndinas ft | 
Nam rn ingenio ſicut iu a2ro quanquanm alia diu ſcrantur, | 


atgue elaborentur, gratiora tamen gue ſui = naſe untur, 


And a garrhent may as well be made to fit the moone, as 
thar one forme of Prayer ſhould be madeiapt and pto- 
porcionable to all'men, orroany man at al} mes. 
$452» This Diſcourſe telies wholly upon theſ&rwogrounds; 
A liberty ro uſe variety of formes for'prayer,.is more fot 
rheediftcarion of the Church. Secondly, is-part of that 
liberry-which the Church hath, and.part'of the duty of | 
the Church to preſetye the liberty of the ſpirk in vaty 
ous' forines. ; DE | : Co 0G 
$.53--, Before Idefcend to conſideration of rhe parrenlars, 
muſt premiſe this, rhat the gift or abiliry of prayer given 
tothe Chuteh is uſedeirher in-publike or in-privare, and 
that whichis fit nough for one,- is: mconveniont (in = 
| OLnCcr, 
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other, and although a liberty in private maybe faredifi» 
cation of good people, when it is pioufly and — 
uſed, ye in the publike, if it were indifferently pertnicred, 
ir would bring infinite incoriven ence, and become into- 
lerable, as a fad experience doth too muth verifie. 

But now then, this diſtintion, evacuares all the for= 
mer diſcourſe, and fince it is permitted that every mat 
in private uſe what formes he pleate, the Spirit hath all 
that liberty thar is neceflary, and (o much as can be con- 
venient ; the Church may be edified by every mans gift, 

3 the affeRions of all men may be complied withall, words 
JF may be fitted totheir fancies, their deyotions. quickned, 
$ their wearineffe helped and ſupported, and wharſotver 
benefit can be fancied by variety & liberty, all that, may 
be enjoyed, and every reaſonable deſire, or weaker fanſie 
be fully ſatisfied. (, 
Bur fince theſe advantages to devotion are accidentall, 
and doe conſult with weaknefle and infirmity, and de- 
pend upon irregular vatiety for which no afitecedent rule 
can make particular proviſion ; it is not to be ex p 
# the publike conftirution, and preſcribed formes,” which 
| are regular, orderly, atid determin'd, can take proviſion 
for particulars, for chanees, and for infinite varieties. 

And if this were any objeftion againſt publike formes, it 

woutd alſo conclude againft all tamane Lawes that they 

did not make proviſion for all particular accidents, and 
| circumſtances that might poſſibly occurre. All publike 
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ſanctions muſt be of 4 publike (pirit-and deſfigne, and {&: . 


cure all rhoſe" excellent things which have influence ap- 

on ſocieties, cornimuities of men, and publique obh- 

oations, * HEL 

_ Thus; if publike' formes of Prayer be deferi's whoſe 

matters pious and holy, whoſe defigne'ts ofuniverſalt 
no h EXtent 
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extent,and proviſionary for all publike, probable, fear'd, | 
or foreſeen events, whoſe frame and compoſure is pru. 3 
dent, and by authority competent and high, and whoſe |? 
uſe and exerciſe is inſtrumentall ro peace and publike | 
charity, and all theſe hallowed by intention, and care of Þ? 
_ doing glory to God, and advantages to Religion, ex- |? 


preſs'd in obſervation ofall ſuch rules, and precedents 5 


as are moſt likely to teach us beſt, and guide us ſureſt, þ s 


ſuchas are Scriptures, Apoſtolicall Tradition, Primi- 


tive praCtiſe, and precedents of Saints,and holy Perſons, 
the publike can doe no more, all the duty is performed, | * 
and all the care is taken. . B 
Now after all this there are perſonal! neceſlitics and 7 
private conveniences or inconveniences, which, if men |? 
are not ſo wile as themſelves to provide for, by caſting þ* 
off all prejudice and endeayouring to grow ſtrong in Þ. 
Chriſtianity, men in Chriſt, and not for ever to be Babes Þ- 
in Religion, but frame-themſelves to a capacity of rc- Þ 
cciving the benefit of the publike, without needing 0- 
ther proviſions, then what wil fir the Church in her pub- 
lick capacity ; the Spirit of God and the Church taught 
by him, hath permitted us to comply with our owne in- 
firmities, while they are innocent, and to pray in private 
in any forme of words, which fhail be moſt inſtrumen- 
rall ro our devotion inthe preſent capacity. Neque. hot 

ego ago wt extempore dicere malit, ſed ut poflt 
And jadeed ſometimes an exuberant, and an active af- 
fction, and overflowing of Devotion may deſcend like 
anointing from above, and our cup run-over, and is not 
to be contained within the margent of preſcribed forms; 
And though this be not of ſo great conſiderations if it 
ſhould pps to a man in publike, that ir is then fir for 
him, or to be permitted to expreſle it in-formes age 

| | = 
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ted and undermin'd.. ( For there was a caſe in the daies 
of the inundation of the Spirit, when a man full of the 


Spirit was commanded #0 keep ſtlen.e im the Church, and \ Gor, 1, 18. 


to ſpeake to himſelfe and 10 God ) yer when this grace is 
given him in private, he may compoſe his owne Lirurgy, 


peiturexim eſt quod diſertos facit, & vis ments. Ideoque Wuinitien. 


imperitis quoque, {i mods ſint aliquo affeitu concitati, wer- 
ba non deſunt. Onely when in private devotion we uſe 
forms of our own making or chuſing,we are.concern'd to 
ſee, that the matter be pious, apr for edification' and 
the preſent neceſſity, ms without contempr of publike 


preſcriptions, or irreverence to God,and in all the reſt we 


are at liberty ; * oxely in the Lord, 


37 


that is, according to the rule of 
faith, and the analogy of Chri- 
ſtian religion. For ſappoſing that 
our devotion be feryent, our in- 
tention pious , and rhe- petition: 
xall' 3 $6, according to the will of 
God, Whatſoever our expreſſions 
are, God reads the. petition in 


* ſed a Scripuurarum fortibus, derivats, . Tllus 


* Ruale ef illud apud Tertull: de privaths Chrie: 
ſtianorum precibus, non quidem ab alio diftatis, 


ſuſpicienes (|hriſtiani manibus expanſis, quia in- 
nocui z capite wudo, quia nou erubeſcimus ; deni- 
gue fine monitore quia de peore :. oramizs pro 
emnibus Imperatoribas, vitam illis prolixam, in 
perium ſecuriim, domum tutam, exercitus fortes,, 
ſenatum fidelem, pepulum probum, orbem quietum, 
& quacungue hominis C3 Ceſaris vota ſunt, 


= the CharaQterofthe Spirit, though the words be brevis 
* .conciſa, & ſingultantium modo cjetta. Bur then theſe ac- 
cidencall advantages, and circumſtances of profit, which 
may be provided for in private , as they cannot be taken 
care of in-publike, ſo neither is it neceſſary they ſhould: 
for thole pleaſures of ſenfible devotion are (© farre from 
being neceſſary to the acceptation of prayer, that they 


are but compliances with our infirmities, and ſuppoſe a 

great weakneſſe in him that needs them (fay the Maſters 

of ſpiritual! life ) and in the ſtrongeſt prayers, and moſt 

efcQuall devotions, are ſeldomeſt found; | ſuch as was 

Moſes prayer when he ſpake nothing, and Hanneh's and 
F 3 
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our bleſſed Saviour's when he called upon his Father, | 
Koguyens loveals, with ftron cries, in thar great deſertion jy 
of Spirit, when heprayed in the Garden, In theſe praiers 
the Spirit was bound up with the ſtritneſle and viokence | 
of intention, bur could not caſe it ſelf with a flood of 
language, and various expreffion. A great dey6tion is | | 
like a great grief, not {o expreſſive as a moderate paſſi- |; 
on, teares ſpend the grief, and variety of language 
breathes our the devotion ; and therefore Chriſt went 
thrice, and ſaid the fame words ; he could juſt ſpeak his 
ſenſe ina plaine expreſſion, but the greatneſle of his ago- 
nie was £00 big for the pleafure of a ſweet and ſenſible 
expreſſion of devotion. 

So that ler the devotion be never ſo-grear, ſet formes 
of prayer will be expreſſive enovzh of any deſire, though Þ * 
importunare as extremity ir (elf ; bur when the Spirit is -Þ 
weak, and the devotion imperfeR, and the affeRions 
dry, though in refpect of the preciſe duty on our part, 
and the acceptation on Gods part , 'no advantage is got 
by a liberty of an indifferent, unlimited, and choſen 
form ; and therefore in all ca{es, the whole duty of prayer 
is ſecured by publike formes; yet other circumſtamial! 
and accidemtall adyamages, may beobrained by it, and 
therefore ler ſuch- perſons feaſt thernfelyes in privare 
with (weer-meats, and leſfe noutiſhing delicacies, weak 
ſtomackes muſt be cared for, yet 7hey muſt be con- 
fefſed ro: have-ſtronger ſtomackes, and' better- health, 
that can fee&urpon x wholeſome food prepared in the 
common refe&tories. ' | $7Þ0 39 34 

So that publique formes (it is tfue) cantior be fitted 
to every mans fancie.and affections ;efpecially in wa 
wherein all publike conſtieurions are ſed-againit; 
bur-y<t rhey may be fined 10 alt neces. 


; 
, ated to every 
mans 
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#95 duty, and for the pleaſing the aFeQigns and fan- 
cies of men, that may be ſometimes convenient, bur it 'is 
never neceſſary ; and God that fuffers dryneſle of affe- 
Qtions many xrmes 1n his deareſt ſervants, and in rheir 


preateſt troubles, and'moſt excellent Devotions, harh 


by thar ſufferance of his, given demonſtration thar iris 
not necffary Tuch affeRtions ſhould be complyed with- 
ly rhen he woutd never ſuffer thoſe teriliries, *but 
ſelfeby a-cup of ferſtble Devotion would water and 
refreſh thoſe-drineſſes.; and if God himſtlte does not, it 
is not ro be expected the Church ſhould; | 
Andrhis allo is the caſe of Scripture, for the many 
diſcourſes of excellent Orators and Preachers have all 
thoſe advantages of meering with the various affeRions 
and difpoſitions 6f- the hearers, and may cauſe a reare, 
when all S: Pauls Epiſtles would-nor ; and yet certainly 
there is no compariſorrberween them, bur one Chapter 
of-S. Paxl is more excellenr and of berter uſe ro-the (ub- 
Ranriall part of Religion, then all the Sermons of Saint 
Obhryſoftome : and yer there are'fome circumſtances of 
advantage which humaneeloquencemay have,which are 
nor obſerved ro be inthofe orher'more excellent emana- 
tions of the holy Spitit. And therefore if the Obje&ion 
ſhould be true, and'that conceived formes 6f Prayer in 
their great variety mighr doe fore accidentall advanta- 
pes to weaker perſons , and ſtronger fancies, and more 
imperteR judgements, yer this inſtance of Serip.ure is a 
demonftrationt that fer and compoted devorions may be 
berter, and this treaſon dors- not prove the contrary, 


: beeaufe rhe Sermons in Scripture are infinitely ro be pre- 


ferred- before thoſe difevuries and orations, which doe 
more comply with the fancies of the-people; Nay, we 
fee by experience, that the. change of our prayers, or our 

+1 bookes, 
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bookes, or our company, is ſo delightfull to moſt per. 


ſons, that though the change be for the worſe, it more _' 


complies with their affeftions then the peremptory and 
unaltered retaining of*the better ; but yet this is no 
good ' argument to prove that change to be for the 
better. 

- But yet if ſuch compliance with fancies and affedi. 


-onsWwere neceſſary, what are we the neerer if every Mi- 


niſter were permitted ro pray his own formes © How can 
his forme comply with the great varity of affeQions 
whichare amongſt his auditors, any more then the pub- 
lick forms deſcribed by authority 2 It may hit caſually, 
and by accident be commenſurate to the preſent fancy 
of ſome of his Congregation, with which at that time 
poſſibly the publick forme would not : This may be 
thus, and it may be otherwiſe, and at the ſame time, in 
which ſome fecle a guſt and reliſh in his prayer, others 
might feele a greater ſweetneſle in recitation of the pub- 
like formes. This thing is ſo by chance, ſo irregular and 
uncertaine, that no wiſe man, nor no Providence leſſe 
then Divine can make any proviſions for it. 

And afterall , it is not ng but the fantaſtique and 
imaginative part that is pleaſed, which for ought appears, 
may be diſturbed with curiofity, nt. pride,ſpi- 
rit of novelty, lightneſſe, and impertinencie : and that 
to ſatisfie ſuch ſpirits, and fantaſtique perſons, may be 
as dangerous and uſeleſie to them, as it is troubleſome 
in it ſelfe. But then for the matter of edification, -that is 
conſiderable upon another ſtock : for now adaies men 
are never cdified, unlefle they be pleaſed, and if they 
miſlike the Perſon, or have taken up a quarrell againſt 
any forme, or inſtitution ; preſently they cry out, They 


_ - arent cdificd, that is, they are diſpleaſed: and the 


ground 
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£ certainly, that firſt diſlikes the publique proviſions, and 
| then, ſay, they are not wholſome. | 

| For[I demand concerning the publike Lyturgies of a 
+ Church, whoſe conſtitutions principally bh parts, 


| and choiſeſt extracts of Scripture, Leſſons an 


Az Apology for Liturgy. 
ground of their diſpleaſure is nothing from the thing it 
ſelfe, but from themſelves onely : they are wanton with 
their mear, and long for variety, and then they cry out 
that Manna will not nouriſh them, bur prefer the onions 
of Egypt before the food of Angels, the way to cure this 
inconvenience is toalter the men, not to change the inſti- 
tution; for it is very certain that wholeſome = is of it 
ſelf nutritive,if the body be diſpoſed to its reception,'and 
entertainment. Bur it is not certain that wal a ſick man 
fancies out of the. weakneſle of his ſpirit, the diſtemper of 
his appetite, & wildneſle of his fancy,that it will become 
to him cither good,or good —_ Now in the enter- 
tainments of Religion and Spirituall repaſts, that is 
wholeſome, nutritive, and apt ro cdifie, which is pious 
in it ſelfe, of advantage to the honour of God, what- 
ſoever is good Doctrine, or good Prayers, _ 
when it is prepared by a publick hand, and deſigned 
for publick uſe, by all the .wiſdome ofthoſe men who 
in all reaſon are to be ſuppoſed to have received from 
God all thoſe affiſtances which are effects of the ſpirit of 
Government ; and therefore it is but weakneſle of ſpirit, 
or ſtrength of paſſion, imporency in ſome ſenſe or other, 


Pſalmes, 
and ſome few Hymnes and Symbols, made by the moſt 
excellent perſons in the Primitive Church, and all this, 
innothing diſagreeing from the rules of Lyturgie given 


| in Scripture, but that the ſame things are deſired, and 


the ſame perſons prayed for, andto the ſarhe end, and 
by the ame great inſtrument of addrefſe & paring 
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An "I Litargy. 
[by Feſwus Chriſ] and whit 


that is nor in ſuch ina Lyturgic ſo conſtituted 2 Or what 


can there be more in the private formes of any Miniſter, | * 


then is in ſucha publick compoſition 2 
F By this time, Iſfuppoſe, the Objection with all its 


rrs is disbanded ſo farrgas it relates to edification, pro- | 
he and compliance with the auditors : As for the ns - 
ter of liberry, and reſtraint of the Spirit ; I ſhall conſider | * 
thar apart. In the mean time I ſhall fer down thoſe |? 
grounds of Religion and Reaſon, upon which publick | 7? 
Lyrurgie relies, and by the ſtrength of which it is robe | 


juſtified, apainſt all oppoſition and pretences. 


- 


ich gives all the glory that is | 

ue to God,” and gives nothing of this to a Creature, |? 
and hath in it many admirable documents whether | 
there be any thing wanting inſuch a Lyturgic towards þ? 
edification © What is there in prayers that can edifie, | * 


I. The Church hath a power = to her by the Spirit | 


of God,& 2 command to deſcr 


Chriſt is rhe Maſter of the Family, the holy Spirit is 
—_— Diſpenſatour of all ſuch graces & Family 

s, and arc, m order to the performance of theit 
Duty ; rhe Apoſtles, and their Succeflors, the Rulers 
of the Church are Stewards of the manifold Graces of God, 
whoſe office is ro provide every mans portion, and to 


diſpence- the graces and iſſues Evangclicall by way of Z 


Miniftery. ho & that faithfall and wiſe Steward, when 


bis Lord fall make ruler of his Houfbold f It was our blel- 
ſed Saviours Queſtion, and Saint Pex! anſwered it : Let 4 


man ſo account of ws, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and : 
Stewards of the myiteries of Ged. Nowthe greatct Mi- | 


publick forms of Ly- |) 
rurgic. For I confider that the Church is a Family, Jeſus Þ ? 


niſtery of rhe Goſpell is by way of prayer, (moſt of the ; 


graces of the Spirit being obtained by prayer, afid ſuch 
Q 


tfices | 


An Apology for Litargy, —- 
offices which operate by way of imperration, and bene- 
dition, and 9 owns ay Thich are but the ſevcrall in- 
ſtances of prayer ) Prayer, certainly, is the moſt effeuall 
and myſterious miniſtery : and therefore ſince the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made rhe Rulers of the Church, Stewards 
of the myſteries, they are by virtue of cheir Stewardſhip 
Preſidents of Prayer and publike Offices. | ; 
2. Which alſo is certaine, becauſe the Prieſts to ſtand 
2 berween God and the People, and to repreſent all their 
2 needs to the throne of grace;He is 4 Propher ded ſhall pay 
2 for thee,faid God,concerning Abrehamro Abimelech. And 
© therefore the Apoſtles appointed inferiour Officers in 
3 the Church that they might not be hindred in their great 
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7 worke, but we will give our ſelves to the word of God and , 4. 


2 to prayer ; And therefore in our greateſt need, in our ſick- 
7 nelle, and laſt ſcene of our lives, weare direRed to ſend 
1 for the Elders of the Church, that they may pray over ws , 
4 and God hath promiſed to heare them : and if prayer be 
4 of any concernment towards. the finall condition of our 
12 ſouls, certainly it is to be ordered, guided, and diſpoſed 
= by them who watch for our ſonles, is niſur Sand 000r146, 4s 
jd hoy that muſt give account to God for them. 

 .3- Nowif the Rulers of the Church are Preſidents of 
© the rites of Religion, and by confequence of Prayer, ct 
= ther they arc to order publike prayers, or private. For 
= private, I-ſuppoſe, moſt men will be fo deftrous of their 

2 liberty as to preſerve that in private, where they bave no 

Z concernmenes bur their owne, for matter of orderior 

© ſcandall ; Bue for poblike, if there be any ſacli thing as 

= Government, and that prayers _— ſpoiled by dilor- 

© der, or made incffeRuall by confution, © 

= dent may. become occaſion-of a-ſcandall, it is certaine 
7 thatthey muſt be ordered as all other thingsarc in whicks 
2 = WY | 


r by any acci-. 
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the publiks'is cerrainly concerned, that is, by the Rulers 2 
of#ke-©hurch, who are anſwerable if there be any miſ- |? 


carriage in the publike. Thus farre I ſuppoſe there will 4 


not be much Queſtion with thoſe who allow ſer formes, [7 
bur would. have themſelves, be the Compoſers; They |" 
would have the Miniſters pray for the people, but the |* 
Miniſters ſhall not be 'preſcribed to ; the Rulers of the |: 
Church ſhal be the Prefidents. of religious rites, but then |? 
they will be the Rulers, therefore we muſt proceed far- | 
_ ther; and becauſcI will not now enter intoghe Queſtion |: 
| who are left by Chriſt rogovern his Church, I will pro- |* 

ceed upon ſuch grounds which I hope may be ſufficient | 
ro determine this Queſtion, and yet decline the other, |? 
Therefore 7% | | £ 

4- Since the Spirit of God is the ſpirit of ſupplication, |? 
they to whom the greateſt portion of the Spirit is promi- þ? 


{ed are moſt competent perſons, to pray for the people, : 
and to preſcribe formes of _ Bur the promiſe of | 


the Spirit is made to the Church in generall, ro- her in Þ' 
her united capacity, to the whole Church firſt, then to Þ 
particular Chand, then inthe loweſt ſeat of the Cz: 's 
tegory to ſingle perſons ; And we have title to the pro- Þ 
miſes by being members of the Church,and in the Com- Þ 
munion of Saints; which beſide the ſtyl curie, the form | 
of all the great promiſes; being in generall and compre- 
henſive termes, appears in this, that when any fingle per- Þ 
fon is out of this Communion, he hath alſo notitle tothe Þ 
promiſes ; whichyet he might, if he had- any upon his Þ 
own ſtock, not derivative from the Church. - Now then F 
infer ; if any fingle perſons will have us to-believe with- Þ 
our poſſibility of proof ( for ſo it muſt be) that they pray Þ 
with the Spirit, ( for how ſhall they be able to prove -the 
 pirit aRuallyro abide inthoſe ſingle perſons?)then _ 
CR, rather 


An Apology for Liturgy. 
rather muſt we believe ir of the Church, which by: how 
much the more generall it/is, ſo much. the} more ofthe 
Spirit the is likely ro have: and then if _ be no errors 
inthe marter, the Church hath zhe advantage and pro- 
3 babiliry on her fide ; and if there be an errour in macter 
'Z incitherof them, neither of them have the Spirit, -or 
'F they make nor the-rrue uſe of ir. Bur the publike Spiris 
*F in all reaſon is to be truſted before the private when 
EZ there is a conteſtation, the Church being prior & potior 
in promiſſis, ſhe hath a greater and priour title to the Spi- 
rit,, And why the Church: hath not the ſp7r:t 'of prayer 
EZ in her compoſitions as welt as any of her Children, 1 
3 defire once forall to be ſatisfied upon true grounds ei- 
© ther of reaſon. or revelation. And if ſhe have, wherher 
ſhe have not as muchas any ſingle: perſon 7 If ſhe have 
but 4s much, then there is as much reaſon 7n:'reſpect of the 
divine affiſtance,that rhe Church ſhould make the forms, 
as that any ſingle Miniſter ſhould, and wore reaſon iu re- 
fpedt of order and publike influence, and care, and charge 
3 offoules: but if ſhe have a greater portion, of the Spirit 
7 thana ſingle perſon, tharis, if the whole be greater then 
| the part, orthe publike berter than the-privare, then ir is 
evident, that the ſpirit of the Church reſpect of the dj- 
vine aſuſtance, is chiefly, and in reſpect of order, # onety to 
be relied upon for publike proviſions and: formes of 
rayer. | 
: Bur _ - rhe — in her united capacity makes 
. © prayers for the people, they. cannot be ſuppoſed 'ro be: 0- 
A. ee. than. linitet and x Hermes yon} for iris not 
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Church Governours (.be they who they will, ſo they be 
of Chriſts appointment). ſhould meet in every Church, 

and pray as every man. liſt; cheir: Counſcls are united; 
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praQicable, or indeed , imaginable, that a Synod of 
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An Apology for Litargy. = 
and their reſults are Concluſions, and finall determina. | * 


tions, which like generall propoſitions are applicable to * 
particular inſtances ; fo that (1) fince the Spirit being the | ? 
orcat Dictatour of holy prayers, and (2)the Spirit is pro- |? 
miſed to the Church in her united capacity, and (3) in 
proportion to the Aſſembly ceteris peribws, io arc mea- 
tures of the Spirit powred qut, and (4) when the Church 
is aſſembled, the Prayecrs/which they teach rhe People |? 
are limite#and preſcribed formes , it followes that limi- | * 
ted and preſcribed formes, arc:inall reaſon, emanations 
from the greateſt: portion. of the Spirit, warranted by | 
ſpeciall promiſes; which are made to every man thfre 
preſent that does his duty, as a private member of 
Chriſtian Church, and arc duc to him as a Ruler of the 
Church; and yet more<fpecially.and in a further degree 
ro all them met together 5, where (if ever) the holy Spirit 
gives ſuch helps and graces which. relate to the publike 

rnment, and have influence upon the communities 
of Chriſtians, that is, will blefle their meeting, and give 
them ſuch affiftances as will cnable them to do the work 
for which they convene. 

Bur yet if any man ſhall ſay, What need the Church 
meet im publike Synods to-make formes of Prayer, when 
private Miniſters are able 'ro-doc it in their ſeveral} Pa- 
riſhes 2 I anſwer, it is true, many can, but they eannot 
doe it better then a Councel ; and I think no man is fo 
impudent, as to ſay, he can doc it ſo well , however, quod 
fſpeitat ad ommes ab omnibus trattari debet, the martcr is 
of publike concernmcat,and therefore ſhould be of pub- 
like conſultation,8& the —_—_— publikely deſcrib'd 
formes | ſhall afterwards ſpecific. In the mean time, 

5. As the Church, I meanthe Rulers of the Church, 
are appointed Prefidenes: of religious rites, and as = 
| Rulcrs 
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4n Apology for Litargy. 
Rulers in conjunRion are enabled to doe it beſt by the 
adyantages of ſpeciall promiſes, and double portions 
of the Spirit ; ſo ſhe alwaycs did practiſe this, cither in 
conjunction, or by ſingle diGate, by publick perſons, 
or united authority ; but in all times, as necefity requi- 
red, they preſcribed ſer Formes of Prayer. | . 

If 1 thould deſcend to minutes, and particulars, I 
could inſtance in the bchalf of ſer Formes,thar.* 1. God 
preſcribed ro Moſes a ſer Forme of Drapes and benc- 
diction to be uſed when he did blefſe the people. 
* 2. That Moſes compoſed a Song, or Hymne for rhe 
children of 1ſrael,to uſe,toall their generations * 3. That 
Devid compoſed many for the ſervice of 'the Taber- 
nacle, and every company of fingers was tyed to certain 


2 Plalmes, as the very titles intimate; and the Pſalmes 


were ſuch limited and determinate preſcriptions, that 
in ſome, Gods Spirit did bind themeo the very number 
of the Letters, and order of the Alphabet, | * 4. Thar 
Solomon, and the holy Kings of Fedah brought them in, 
and continued them in the miniſtration of the Temple. 
* 5- That mthe reformation by HeXekioh , the Priefts 
and Levites were, commanded to praiſerhe Lord in the 
words of David 8& Aſaph. * 6. That all Scripture s writ- 
ten for our learning ; and finceall theſe, and many more 
ſer Formes of Prayer are left there upon record, it is 
more then probable, chat they were left there for our 
te, and devotion ; and certamly; it is as lawtull, and 
as prudent many Scriptures, 4 $0-read Scripeures ; and 
it were well, if we would uſe our ſelves to rhe expreſion 
of Scriprure, and that the c of God were fami- 


: liar to us, 'thatwe ſpake the words of Capagn, not the 


x 


h of Ajbded; andtime was, when it was thought 
c greateſt Ornament of a ſpirituall Perſon, and nftru- 
ment 
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ment of areligious Converſation; but then the conſe. |? 
quents would be, that theſe Prayers were the beſt i 
Formes which were in the words of Scripture, and thoſe | 
Pſalmes and Prayers there recorded, were the beſt de- |” 
votions, bucthelſe are ſet Formes. * 7. To this purpoſe 


I could inſtance in the example of Saint Fohn Baptiſt, þ ? 
who taught his Diſciples a Forme of Prayer. And that |? 
Chriſts Diſciples begged the ſame favour, and it was 
granted as they defired it. 

And here 1 mean tv fix alittle, for this ground can- 
not fail us. I ſay Chriſt preſcribed a ſet Form of Prayer 
to be uſed by all his Diſciples, as a Breviary of Prayer, 
as a rule of :their. devorions, as a repoſitory of their 
needes, and as a direct addrefſe ro God. For in this 
Prayer God did not onely command us to make our 
Prayers, as Moſes was bid to make the Tabernacle, aftcr 
the patterne which God (hewed him inthe Mount, and 
* Chriſt ſhewed. his Apoſtles; but he hath given us the 
very tables written with his own hand, that we ſhould 
uſe them as theyare ſo delivered, this Prayer was not 
onely a precedent and pattern, but aninſtance of ad- 
drefle, a perte&-forme 'for our praCtice, as well as imi- 
ration. For | 

1. When Chrift was upon the Mount, he gave it for 
a patterne sTW5 00 v TEgTtvy £08 Vuns. So pray ye, or after 
this manner ; which if weexpound onely to the ſenſe of 
becomming|' a pattern, or a Directory, it is obfervable, 
that ir is. not. onely :Diretory for the: matter, but for 
the manner too ; and if we muſt pray with that matter, 
and in that manner, what docs that differ from praying 
with thar forme.* however.it is well /cnough, thar it 
becomes a precedent tous, inany ſenſe, and the Church 


may vary her formes according as ſhe judges beſt for 
edification. 2. When 


Knee 
- 


2. When the Apoſtles upon occaſion: of the Forme 
which the Baptiſt taught his. Ditfciples, d of their 
Maſter to teach them one, he againe raughr them this, 


49 
$. 76. 


an$added a precept to uſe theſe very words, ,irer eyes Luke 11-2, 


2p abs when ye pray, fa , our Father, . *l\« y908 wav Progres. ap. 
Nov dls; xifgy, when they ſpeak to God, it was fit they Emin 


ſhould ſpeake in his words, in whoſe name alſo their 
prayers onely could be acceprable. | 

3. For if we muſt ſpeak this ſenſe, why alſo are not the 
very words to be retained © Is there any crrour ar imper- 
fection in the words £ was not Chriſt Maſter of his tan- 


: guage ? and were not his words ſufficiently expreffive of 


ſe 2 will not the Prayer do well alſo in our tongues 


: which as a duty we are oblig'd ro depoſne in our hearts, 
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and preſerve in our memories, without which iris mall 
ſenſes uſelefle, wherherir be onely a;patrern, or arepoft- 
tory of matter ? A | | | 

4. Andirt is obſerveable that our bleſfed Saviour doth 
not fay, Pray that the name of your heavenly Father 
may be fan&tifhed, or that your finnes maybe forgiven, 
bur fay, Halfowed be thy name, ec. ſo'thar he preſcribes 


| this Prayer, not in maſſe materia, but in farmd werboram, 


not in a confuſed heap of marter, .burt in anexat com- 
poſure of words, ir makes ir evident he'inrended ir not 
onely: pro regula: petondornm', for a dwection: of. what 
things we are to.aske, but alſo pro forma: orationss, for 2 
ſer of Prayer. Now it is conſiderable rhat no man 
ever ha& the'talneffe of the Spirit, bur onely the holy 
Jefus;; and rherefove- ir is alſo certain, tharno man had 
the Spirir of prayer like ro-him, and then, if we pray ghis 
prayer devomly, . and with-pious and F intentio 
doe we nor pray: inthe Spirirof Chriſt, as much as if xe 
prayed anyother forme'of words pretended ro be raught 
H | us 
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us by the Spirit'? We are ſure that Chriſt and Chrifts |* 
ſpirit taught us this Prayer, they onely gather by conje- 

ures and opinions, that in their ex texxpore or concei- | ! 
ved formes the Spirit of Chriſt ir » wii So much |: 
then'as Certainties are better then Uncertainties, and | 
Gods words better 'than Mans , ſo much is this Ser 
forme, beſides the infinite advantages in the matter, 
better thentheir ex tempore and conceived Formes, in | * 
the forme it ſelfe. And if ever any prayer was, or | ? 
could be, a part of that doctrine of faith by which wee | * 


received the Spirit, it muſt needs be this prayer which Þ © 
was the onely forme our blefſed Maſter taught the Chri- | 
ſtian Church immediately, was a part of his great and |? 
glorious Sermon in the Mount, in which all the needs of F 
the world are ſcaled up as ina treaſure houſe, and inti- | 
mated by ſeverall petitions as diſcafes are by their proper 
and proportioned remedies, and which Chriſt publiſhed 


as the firſt emanation of his Spirit, the firſt perfume of 
that heavenly anointing which deſcended on his ſacred 
head when he went down into the waters of Baprtiſme., 
This we are certain of, that there is nothing wanting, 
nothing ſuperfluous and impertinent, nothing carnall or 
imperfect in this prayer, buras it ſupplies all needs, ſoit 
ſerves all perſons, is fitted forall eſtates, it meets with 
all accidents, and no neceſſity can ſurprize any man, but 
f God heares him praying that prayer, he is provided 
for in that neceſſity : and yet ifa ſingle perſon paraphra- 
ſes it, it is not certain but the whole ſenſe of a petition 
may be altered by the intervention of one improper 
word, and there can be no ſecurity given againſt this, but 
qualified and limited, and juſt in ſuch a proportion as 
we can be aſſured of the wiſdome and honeſty of the 
perſon, and the actual aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit. T 
NOW 
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3 Prayer. And what aſſurance can be givent 


VO 


| any man uſes the forme which 
| fing hedid not tie us tothe very preſcript words, can 
| there beany hurtinit? is it imaginable that any Com- 
! mandement ſhould be broken, or any affront done to 
{ the honour of God, or any a of imprudence, or irre- 
| ligion in it, or any negligence of any infinuation of the 
| Divine pleaſure I cannot yet think of any thing to 
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Now then I demand whether the Prayer of Mexaſſes,be 


ſogood a prayer as the Lords Prayer * oris the Prayer of 
Fudith, or of Tobias, or of Fudas Maccabews, or of the 
Sonne of Sirach, is any of theſe ſo good 2 Certainly no 
man will ay they are; and the reaſon is, becauſe we are 
not ſure they are inſpired by the Holy Spirit of God 
prudent, and pious, and conformable to Religion they 
may be, but not penn'd by ſo excellent a ſpirit as this 
any Mti- 
niiters prayer is better then the prayers of the hon of 


* Sirach, who was a very wiſe; anda very good man, as 
7 all the world metre oma I know not any one of 
23 them that has ſo largea teſtimony, or is of ſo great re- 
'# putation. But ſuppoſe they can make as good prayers, 

x yet ſurely they are Apocryphall at leaſt, and for the 
3 ſamereaſonthat the Apocryphall prayers are not ſoex- 
| cellenras the Lords prayer, by the ſame reaſon muſt the 


beſt they can be imagin'd ro compole fall ſhort of this 
excellent pattern by how much they partake of a ſmal- 


> lerportion of the Spirit, as a drop of water is leſſe then 
| all the waters under, or above the Firmament. -- 


Secondly, I would alſo willingly know, whether if 
Chriſt taught, ſuppo- 


| frame for anſwer, ſo much as by way of an Antinomy 


| or Objection. Bur then ſuppoſing Chriſt did rye us to 
| uſe this Prayer pro loco && tempore , (according to the ' 
| nature and obligation of all affirmative precepts) as it 
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is certaine he did, in. the preceptive words recorded by | * 
S. Lake, | When ye pray, ſay; Ow Father] then itis tobe | ? 
confidered rhart a Divine Commandment 1s broken, by | * 
its. rejection; and therefore, if there were any doubt | 7 
remaming, wherher ic be a command or no; yer fince, | ! 
onoae fide there is danger of a negligence, and a con- : 
rempt,and that on the other fide,the obfervarion & con- 
formiry cannot be criminall, or imprudent ; it will fol- | 3 
low, that the reraining- of this Prayer in practice, and | 
fuffering iro. doe alt its mentions, and particularly be- | |? 
comming —_—_— dvS9r#ia,. Or authority for ſet formes | '? 
of Prayer, is the ſafeſt, moſt prudent, moſt Chriſtian |? 
underſtanding of choſe words of Chrift, propounding | 
the . Lords Prayer'tothe Chriſtian Church. And be- | * 
cauſe it is.impothble- thar alt particulars ſhould be ex- | * 
preſſed in.any forme of prayer, becauſe particulars are | * 
not oney catualt and :accidentall , bur atfo infinite; | - 
Chrift, according torhat wifdome he had withoun mes- | * 
ſure, fram'da r,which-by agencral: comprehenſion | 
ſhould: include: all particulars, eminent, and vertually; 
ſo that there ſhould be no defe&t in-ir., & yet fo ſhort, that 
the moſ# imperte@t memories might reraine, anduſe it. Þ* 

- And ivis. nat amifie to-vbſcrve, that our bleffed $a- Þ 

wour firſtraughr this:Prayer to be as a remedy,and are- Þ 
proof; of the-vaine reperition of the Phariſees , and be- | 
ſides, char is was {o, 4:priars, we alfo in theevent, ſee the Þ- 
excellent ſpirit and wiſdome in the Conftitarion ; for © 
thoſe perfons who have Iaid-afide the Lords Prayer, have Þ 
boen: noted/by common obſervation; tobe very long in Þ 
their forms, and:troybleſome, and vaine enough intheir Þ* 
repetiions-, they: have laid! afide the: medicine, and | 
the old wound bleeds pus the Phariſees did'{o of old. Þ 

" And after-al this, ois-ftrange imployment;thar any | 


An Apology for Litarey. 
man ſhould be putto juſtifie rhe wifdome and prudence 
of any of Chriſts inſtitutions ; as if any of his ſetvams 
who are wiſe upon his Stock, inftruced by his Wiſdom, 

* made knowing by his Revelations, and whoſe alt that 
* 15 good, is but a weak ray of che gtorious light of che 
"2 Sunof Righreouſnes, fnould dare to think that the Dert- 
"3 varefhoutd be before the Primitive, rhe current abore 
3 che Founrain;and that we ſhould derive atl our exceltency 
2 from him, and yet have fome beyond him, rhrar is, ſome 

* which he never had, or which he was not pleaſed ro:ma- 
3 nifeſt, of thatwe ſhould have a firi7 of prayer able to 
3 makeprodudtions beyond his Prayer who' received the 


rit withone meaſure... But this is not the firft tre 
man hath: diſpneed againft God. 


| 3 this excellent Prayer, but of all that are depofired in the 
| 3 primitive records of our Religion. Ave nor thoſe Pray- 
; ers and Hymnes in holy Scriprure, excellent compoſi- 

7 tions, admirable inftrumenrs of devotion, fulb of picry, 
rare ahd incomparable addreſſes to God « Dare any 
man with his gifr of Prayer pretend, thar he cary ex 
* tempore, or by-ſtady, make bertey * Who dares pretend 
' rhar he hath-a betrer ſpintthanDovid had'? or thawthe 
Apoſtles and Prophers,: andiortier hohs perfor ins Scti> 
 pture, whoſe Prayers andiPſalmes are bo Gods' Spirit 

- confignedts rhe uſcof the Church forever 5: Or will ir 

- bedenied burrharchepalfoare excellent Diredtorics-and 
 Pattems for prayer?” And if Parremns,. the neater' we 

= drawrooutexantple; are not the imitations ant repre; 
© fentimients the berter'? And whar'thew if. we rooke rhe 
| | Samplers themſelves Isrhere&angimperfedtionin cher. 
- andcan we metid them;and cored then auenificat Flic 
very matter of theſe, andthe Auwhour n theh: Di- 
H. 3 vine: 
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And now let us conſider with ſobriety, not onely of S. 84+ 
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vine cannot but juſtifie the Formes,: though ſet, deter- 
min'd and preſcribed. | 

In a juſt proportion and commenſuration, Iargue ſo 
concerning the primitive and ancient formes of Church 
ſervice, which are compoſed according to thoſe ſo cx- 
cellent Patterns, which if they had remained pure, as in 
their firſt inſtitution, or had alwaies bin as they have been 
reformed by the Church of England, = would againſt 
all defiance put in for the next place to thoſe formes of 
Liturgy, which, m#tatis mutandis, are nothing bur the 
words of Scripture. But Iam reſolved at this preſent not 
to enter into Queſtion concerning the matter of Prayers. 

Next, we muſt enquire what the Apoſtles did in obe- 
dicnce to the precept of Chriſt, and what the Church 
did in imitation of the Apoſtles. That the Apoſtles did 
uſe the Prayer their Lord taught them, Ithink need not 
much be queſtioned, they could have no other end of 
their deſire, and it had been a ſtrange boldneſſe to aske 
for a forme which they intended not to uſe, or a ſtrange 
levity not to doe what they intended. Bur I conſider 
they had a double capacity, they were of the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion by education, and now Chriſtians by a new inſti- 
tution ; in the firſt capacity they uſed thoſe Set formes 
of Prayer which their Nation uſed in their devotions. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſarig a'Hymne, part of the great 


* eMlielajah which was uſually ſung at the end of the Paſ- 


chall Supper, After Supper they ſang ahymne, ſaies the F- 
vangeliſt, The Jewes alſo uſed wo? Sabbath br 


the xc11 Pſalme, which is therefore intit'led, A Soyg r 
Pſalme for the Sabbath, and they who obſerved the hours 
of Prayer, and Vowes, according to the rites of the 
Temple , need not be ſuſpeRed to have omitted the 


Jewiſh formes of prayer. And as they complied mw 
the 


; ceding argument, becauſe the cognation one hath with 
| the other ; for the A ſtles did alſo in the con- 
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the religious cuſtomes of the Nation, worſhipping ac- 

cording to the Jewiſh manner, it is alſo in recte t9 be 

preſum'd they were Worſhippers according to the new 

Chriſtian inſtitution, and uſed that forme their Lord 

taught them, 

Now,that they tied themſelves to recitation of the very, $.87. 

words of Chriſt's Prayer pro loco && tempore, I am there- 

fore eafie to bel.eve, becauſe I find they were ſtrict to 

a ſcruple in retaining the Sacramenrall words , which 

Chriſt ſpake when he inſtitured the bleffed Sacrament, 

inſomuch that not onely three Evangeliſts, but S. Paut 

alſo not onely making a narrative of the inſtitution, but 

teaching the Corinthians rhe manner of its celebration, 

to a tittle he recites the words of Chriſt, Now the a- 

ion of the Conſecrator is not a theatricall repreſent- 

ment of the ation of Chriſt, but a ſacred, ſolemne, and 

* Sacramenrall prayer , in which + ns torus Canon conſecrationis ram familis eſt 

ſince the Apoſtles at firſt, and the & fer? idem in verbs apud-Gracos, Latinos, | 

Church ever after did with reve- war gran, Ts 

rence, and feare, retaine the very non eſt, manure non porueris, unde ineclligi 

words, it isnot onely a probation {{ $14 ruluun era u in Epiſtola, torum 
, - . 4 inuaret, quem V - 

of the Queſtion in generall, in be- aiverſa per orbem ſervar Eccleſia, ab ipſo 

half of ſer formes ; but alſo ahigh ordinatum cfle, quod nulla morum diveri- 

probability that they retain'd the ** aus 5: A pn, 

Lord's Prayer, and uſed it toan is7a, inthe very forme 

of words,” - 

AndI the rather make this inference from the pre= &F. 88. 


ſecration of the Euchariſt, uſe the Lords Prayer, and 
that together with the words of inſtitution was the 
onely forme of conſecration ſaith Saint Gregory, and Greg.1.7.9.63- 
Saint 
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| Hicrlib.cour. Saint Hiereme affirmes, that the Apoſtles, by the com- 
| Peag.  ,, mand of their Lord, uſed this * prayer in the benedidti- 
verbis hoc inret. On of the Elements. 


ligere, quod onnits cvel pene eats frequentat. Ecclefia, ws precationes CIpiamus diffas va facimus 
in celebratione Sacramentorum antequam illud quod eft in Domini menſa incipiat benedici z orationes 
cum bene4tcituy, ex ad diſtribycudum comminuitur : quam totam orationem, pege omnis Eccleſia, 


Domijnica oratiane conchudit. &. Aug. &. 59. q. 5- 4d ilud Pauli, Objacro primuyn emi 
fieri obſccrationcs, 


S. 89. But beſides this, when the Apoſtles had received | 3 
great meaſures of the Spirit , and by their gift of Prayer | * 
compoſed moxe Farmes for the help and comfort of the | : 
Church, and contrary to the order in the firſt Creation, 
the light which was in the body of the Syn, was now dit- 
faled over the face ofthe new Heavens, ahd the new 
Earth ; is became a precept Evangelical), that we ſhould 
praiſe God in Hymns , and Pſalmes, and Spirimall Songs, 
which is ſo certaine, that they were compaſitions of in- 


duſtry and deliberation, and yer were {ung in the Spirit, 
that ke, who denies the laſk, ſpeakes = Scriptures, 


he who denics rhe firſt; {peakes Reaſon, and 

would beſt confute himſelf, Fin thebigheſt-, of his pre- 

tence of the Spirir, he: would venture at ſome ex tempor! 

| Hymnes. And of this, we have the expreſſe teſtimony 
Hpif 119) of Saint Auſtin, De Hymwire:. & Pſalm canendis haberi 
ET. Domini & Apoſtolorum dacunenta, & utidis pracegta. 
And the Church obeyed: them, for as: an Ancicat Au- 

thor under the name of Dionyſiu6s Areapagita relates, the 

Chief of the Clericall, and Miniſtring Order offer bread 

upon tho Alzar, Cam Fooleſioſtici owines;lauders hymmun 

que geveralem Dea trihwerint, cum quite: Pont ifex farrds 

preces rite perfieit, &c. They all fing- one Hymne to 

God, and then the Biſhop prayes rite, accordingt0 

the ritual7 or conſtitution, which in no ſenſe - as 

Churc 


ad 3 A. 


| very go00d prec 

+ vealed to Saint Fohn, by way of yifion and cxta- 

| tie, chat we may ſe, if we would ſpeak with the 

; yz of Hen and angels, we could not praiſe God 
in 


F \4 
Scripture. MLy 
_ -*-But beſides the merricall part, the Apoſtle hath de- 


An Apology for Liturey, 
Church, or of Grammar, can be underſtood without 


a ſolemne and determin'd forme, ture, ſayes Caſauben ;, ry,yireft 
thera, 


is cantare,idems ſxpins dicere, apnd Grecos rannneyie; t 
were formes of praiſing God uſed conſtantly, periodi- 
cally, and inthe daily Offices. And the Fathers of the 
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Councell of .1ntiech complaine againſt Paulus Sawmoſa- Ap. Enfb4. 7. 
renus, nod Pſalmss & cantus qui ad Domini noſtri Feſ# 7, ;paute. 


Chriſti honorem decantari ſolent tanquam recentiores, 


ſed to ſay Hymnes 


which were made by new men, and not deriv'd from the 


1 Ancients ; which, if we conſider that the Councell of 
| Antioch was inthe 12 year of Galliewns the Emperour, 


I 33 years after Chriſts Aſcenſion, will fairly prove, 


] -chartheuſeof preſcrib'd Formes of Prayer, Hymnes and 


formes of Worſhipping, were very early in the Church ; 


4 and itis unimaginable.it ſhould be otherwiſe, when we 


remember the Apoſtolicall precepe before mentioned. 


3} Andif we fancy a higher precedent, than what was ma- 
2? nifeſted upon earth, we may pleaſe toſee one obſerv'd 
| tohave becn made in Heaven, for a ſet forme of Wor- 
- ſhip, and addrefſeto God, was recorded by Saint Fobn, apoc. x5. 


and ſung in Heaven, and it was compoſed out of the 
$ 


Songs of Aſs (Exod. x5.) of David, (Pſal. 145.) and 
, 


wr 8. _— 10, 6,7.) which, certainly, 1s 2 
edent for us to imitate although bur re- 


er Fortes, then wha are recorded in holy 


{cribed other parts of Lyturgie in Scripture, whoſe com- 
| I poſition 


3 Strab. c. 25, dc 
* 4 virs recentiorss memorie editos _—_— The quarrel] '& Ec. 
3 was, thathe ſaid the Church u 


I. 90. 


. #1 Apology for Liturgy. 

poſition,though ir be in determined forme of words, yet | 
i... not ſo boundup with numbers, as: Hymnes : and theſe | 
Ainris, mgg- Saint Paul calls ſupplications, prayers, interceſions, and |! 
xanos, Þ * giving of thanks, whichare ſeverall manners of addreſſe |? 

x26. 'E»- diſtinguiſh'd by their ſubjemarter, by: their forme aff | 
TWER, ET Gy- manner of addrefle. As appears plain! by [ 1nterceſiions 
Tues X” *. and giving of thanks] the other are alſo by all men di- | 
TAN LLAEAN - Mi PF 2 . - 
odj/]oy, &y. ſtinguiſh'd, though in the particular aſſignment they dif- þ* 
5:6 6; 2441. fer, but the diſtin&ion of the Words implies the diſtin- Þ* 
Xu Tty. Ev ion of Offices, which together with the Ta, SwoTvnpuory. | : 
BT ineleviy, wale hs Src bay, x; Ta Svyſeamuala f regpiror, the: Ledfin- ” 
x0X4%, 6v- narium of the Church; the Books of the Apoſtles, and | } 
wy mg Prophets ſpoken of by F#ſ#:n Martyr,and ſaid to be uſed | - 

ngl (] 


23 3/7 ez the Chriſtian Congregarions, are the conſtiruent parts £ 


Led, $5 v3, Of Liturgy;and the expoſition of the words we beſt leam 4 
2ixile; ineps, from the praftiſe of the Church, who in all Agesof | 


Heſjcb. vide whoſe publike offices any record is left to us, tooke their 
wp 5 '9 pattern-from theſe places of Scripture, the one for Proſe, 
cun, deſcriog the other for Verſe; and if we take Liturgy into its ſeve- 
ucrbe ad wall parts, or members, we cannot want 'ſomething to 
2-66. pply to every one. of the words of Saint Paul in theſe 
+. -* preſentallegations, _. OLE 02 1 | 

$. 91. _. Fortheoffices of proſe we find bur: ſmall mentionot 
them in the very firſt-time, ſave onely in generall rermes, 

and that ſuch rhere were, and that S. Fames, S: Marte, 

Saint Peter, and others of the Apoſtles and Apoſtolicall 

men made Liturgies, and/ifrhele which: we” have at this 

day were notheirs}; yes they make-probation that theſe 
Apoſtles left others, or; elſe they.were impudenr people 

that prefixed their names ſo carly, and: the Churches 

were very incurious to ſwallow ſuch a bole, if no preten- 
ſt9n;could haxe/been reaſonably made! for their juſtif- 

cation. Bur-concerning Church Hytancs we have clearer 

mes, Thee | teſtimony 


A 
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teſtimony in particular, both becauſe they were many of 
them, and becauſe they were diſperſed more, ſoone got 
by heart, paſſed alſo among the people, ;and were pious 
arts of the Spirit whereby holy things were. inſtilled into 
their Soules by the help of phanſic, and a more cafic me- 
mory. The firſt civilizing of people uſed.to be by Poe- 
try, and their Divinity was conveyed by Songs and Ver- 
ſes, and the Apoſtle exhorted the Chriſtians, #9 exhoyt #t quiſque de 
one another in Pſalmes and Hymnes, for he knew the ex- 9,79 —_— 
cellent advantages were likely to accrue to Religion! by pris ingeniops- 
ſuch an inſinuation of the myſteries. Thus Saint Hilary, 7, provecaur 
#3 and Saint Ambroſe compoſed Hymnes for the uſe of cy. rout, 
+3 the Church, and Saint A»ſti» made.a Hymne againſt Apotog: 
3 the Schiſme of Dexarms, which Hymnes when they were * 
3 publikely allowed of, were uſed in publike Offices ; not 
| # wWlthen; For Paulus Samoſatenus had brought Women 
3 into the Church to ſing vaine and trifling: Songs, and 
3 ſome Biſhops took ro themſelves too great- and: incuri- 
3 ous a licenſe, and brought Hymnes into- the Church, 
; whoſe gravity and piety was not very remarkeable; upon 
2 occafion of which, the Fathers of the Councell of -Zas- 
: dicea, ordained. #7: 3 #5 iwlinis a a\u3s ALſtI. HATH» 
! No Pſalmes of private compoſition muſt be brought in- 
| to the Church ,. ſo Gentian Herver renders it 5 Tſidore 

Tranſlates it [Pſalmos ab 1diotis compoſites, Plalmes 

made bycommon perſons; JPſalms uſually ſung abroad, 

ſo Dionyſtus Exigumns calls them, [Pſalwmos Pleberos) but 
| Iſuppole by the following words is meant,. Thawnone 
but Scripture Pſalmes ſhall be read there, for ſo the Ca- 
nonadds, «ae. pord Ta xarovind The rewvis X) TRAWMES Srahiinne, 
{ nothing to be read in the Church bur Books of the Old 
| and New Teſtament. A Pn Interpretation y-_ 

| por: 
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1 Cor. F4. 


An Apology for Liturgy. 
well cnough with' the occaſion of the Canon which 1 
now mentioned. 

This onely by the way, the reddition of 4auz, 
iS1e71ix45 dy Tfidore to be Pſalmes made by common per. - 
ſons, whom the Scripture calls i4:47a:s, ignorant, or un- 
learned, is agreeable enough with that of Saint Paw, 
who intimates, that Prayers, and formes of Lyturgics | 2 
are to be compoſed for them, not by them, they were | * 
never thought of, ro be perſons competent to make | © 
Formes of Prayers themſelves : For Saint Paw! ſpeakes | *! 
of ſuch aone as of a perſon comming into the Church | ? 
to hear the Prophets, pray, and ing, and interpret, and | ? 

rophecy, and iaiy +70; ao TdyTHY, avarcinerar Vp mdvruor, | 
is reptoved of all, and judged ofall ; and therefore | ' 
the moſt unfir perſon in the world to bring any thing | * 
that requires great ability, and great amhority, toob- 
trude it upon the Church, his Rulers, and his Judges. 
And this was noe unhandfomely intimated by the word 
ſometimes uſed by the 'Evxoxy:07, of the Greek Church, 
calling the publike Lyrurgic x9r7&4-2r, which fignifics 
prayers, for the uſe of the 7dote, or private per- 
fons, as the word is contradiſtinguithed from the Rulers 
of the Church. For «1& fignifies comer, and wine 
—_ ts as much as G— Cav, tO = inthe condition 
@ private perl inthe vu reek (ſayes Aris 
har; ad R C—_ ihe a lintke man,of 
2 low ſtature, from which two fignifications wrr«x:ovmay 


_ wellcnough deſign a ſhort form of Prayer, made forthe 


uſe of private perſons. And this was reaſonable, and pat 
of the rag of the Heathen as well as Chriſt- 
ans; the preſidents of their Religion were to finde 
prayers [for the people; and teach them formes of a& 
drefle to their Gods. - - 


caſts Þ 


An Hpobegy for Litnrgy. 
Ceftis cum puerss ignara puetia mariti 
Diſceves nnde preces, vatem ni Muſa dedifſet ? 
Poſcit apens chorus ,&F praſentia numina ſentit, 
Celeſtes implarat aquas, doQa prece blandus, 
Carmine dit ſuper! placantar, carmine Manes. 
But this was by the way. oh 
But becauſe I am caſually fallen, upon mention of 
the Laodiceay Councel, and that it was very ancient, be- 
fore the Nicene, and of yery great reputation, both in 
the Eaſt, and in the Weſt ; it will not be a contemptible 


q addition to the reputation of ſet foxmes of Lyrurgie, 
2 that-wefinde them ſo early in the Church, reduced roa 
* very regular, and compoſed manner. The XV Ca- 


non ſuffers none to ſing in the Church , but the 
Sm Sip Steps <ddo.ovres, 65 GÞn Toy aplare dvafditoyres, they 
that ſing by book, and goe up into the Pulpit ; they 
were the ſame perſons, and the manner of doing their 
office, was their appellative, which ſhews plainly, that 


Horat. Epiſt, 
l. 2. &.1. 


$.93s - 


the known euſtome of the Church, was for them who 


were in the 4uþ«r,in the Pulpit to read their offices, and 
devotions. They read then > 4:9342g5, that's the word 
inthe Canon. Thoſe things which ſignifie the grea- 
teſt , or- firſt Antiquity , are ſaid to be * 19443442 your 
piuerc. *'Apxarbrics Ir3Shcns Acad, was ſpoken proverbi- 
ally, to ſignifte ancient things : And 7ws x«75l Kejvic; 
«s Tas S19Hegs : Sothat if theic Fathers choſe rheſe words 
as Grammarians, the ſingers => Ho3iggs were ſuch as 
ſing ancient Hymnes of Primitive antiquity, which alſo 
s the more credible, becauſe the perfons were noted and 

iſtingui by their mployment, as a thing knowne 
by ſolong an uſe, till. is came 10 be their lauve. 
* The:t7. and 18, Canons command that. Lefions and 
Pſalmes ſhould be ſaid interchangeably & Th dvrs ac 
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1 Cor. £4. 


An Apology for Liturgy. 
well cnough with the occaſion of the Canon which 1 
now mentioned. ©$—»» 

This onely by the way, the reddition of 42,4; 
iS1@71x%5 by Tfidore to be Pſalmes made by common per. 
ſons, whom the Scriprure calls i4:47a5, ignorant, or un- 
learned, is agreeable enough with that of Saint Paw, + 
who intimates, that Prayers, and formes of Lyturgies | 
are to be compoſed for them, not by them, they were | 
never thought of, ro be perſons competent 10 make | * 
Formes of Prayers themſelves : For Saint Paw! (peakes | * 
of ſuch aone as of aperfon comming into the Church |. 
to hear the Prophets, pray, and ſing, and interpret, and | * 

rophecy, and iaxiy +70: var mdyTHY, avarcinerar Np madvrur, | 
is reptoved of all, and judged ofall ; and therefore | 2 
the moſt unfir perſon in the world to bring any thing | * 
that requires great ability, and great amhority, roob- | * 
trude it upon the Church, his Rulers, and his Judges. | * 
And this was noe unhandfomely intimated by the word Þ3 
ſometitnes uſed by the 'Evxoxuyror of the Greek Church, | 
calling the publike Lyrurgie xorTeauor, Which hgnifies 
prayers, made for the uſc of the 74/ote, or private per- 
fons, as the word is contradiſtinguithed from the Rulers 
of rhe Church. For «16 ſignifies contars , and wine 
_ is as much as v—_—_ Cir, tO = in the condition 
@ private perl inthe vu reek (ſayes Aris 
Gar) ab t — Has re a lirle man,of 
2 low ſtature, from which two fignifications corrax:ormay 


- weltenough deftgn a ſhort form of Prayer, made forthe 


ule of private perfons. And this was reaſonable, and part 
of the Religion even of the Heathen as well as Chriſt 
ans; rhe preſidents of their Religion were. to finde 


prayers :for the people, and teach rhem formes of a& 
drefle to their Gods. 
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An Apobogyfor Litnrey. 
Ceftis cums puerts ignera puetia mariti 
Diſcevet unde preces, vatem ui Muſa dedifſet ? 
Poſcit opens chorus oF prefſentia numina ſextit, 
_ Caleſtes implorat aquas, dota prece blandas, 
Carmine du ſuperi placautnr, carmine Manes, 
But this was by the way. | 
But becauſe I am caſually fallen, upon mention of 
the Laodiceas Councel, and thart it was very ancient, be- 
fore the Nicene, and of very great reputation, both in 
the Eaſt, and in the Weſt ; it will not be a contemptible 
addition to the reputation of ſer formes of Lyrurgie, 
that-we finde them ſo carly in the Church, reduced toa 
very regular, and compoſed manner. The XV Ca- 
non ſuffers' none- to ſing in the Church , but the 
Sm S193tegs <daavris, x, Gn Toy apavre dvrataiverres, they 


I that ling by book, and goe- up into the Pulpit ; they 


were the ſame perſons, and the manner of doing theix 
office, was their appellative, which ſhews plainly, that 
the known euſtome of the Church, was for them who 
were in the 4u8%r,in the Pulpit to read their offices, and 
devotions. They read thens > 4954ess, that's the word 
inthe Canon. Thoſe things which ſignifie the grea- 
teſt, or- firſt Antiquity , are ſaid to be * #143442 you 
gourd. ApyeubTtec IupSeecgs AGAGE, was t{poken proverbi- 
ally, to ſignifie ancient things : And 7zws #«75l Kejvic; 
«s Tas S19Sexs : Sothat if theie Fathers choſe theſe words 
as Grammarians, the ſingers => Ho3iggs were ſuch as 
ſung ancient Hymanes of Primitive antiquity, which alſo 
s the more credible, becauſe the perfons were noted and 

\ſtingui by their mployment, as a thing knowne 
by ſolong an uſe, till is came to be their appellavive. 
* The:17: and +8, Canons command that Lefiqns and 
Pſalmes ſhould be faid interchangeably x 7) durs. ac 
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Horat. Epiſt. 
l. 2. &.1. 


$.93s 


or An Apology for Liturey. 

Tupyiay of] wav mdyTITE, x Wy Tas vrdiTaus 5 Y Tels heorgats 
cocixeey yiveeg, and the ſame Liturgie\that's the word ) or 
of fice of prayers to be ſaid alwayes at Nones and Yeſpers, 
T his ſhews the manner of executing their office of Pfal- 
miſts, and Readers, they did not fing or ſay ex tempore, 
bur they read Prayers and Pſalmes, and ſung them out 
of a Booke , neither were they brought in freſh and new 
at every meeting, but it was v7} awurveyia weyrors, ſtill 
the ſame forme of prayers, without variation, 

S. 54+ But then if we remember how: ancient this office was 
in the Church, and that the «rayrdca: & 4dxra, the Rea: 
ders and Singers were Clericall offices, deputed for pub- 
like miniſtry about prayers and devotions in-the Chutch 
(for ſo we are told by Simeon Theſſalopicenſis. in particu- 
lar concerning the arayvucns, © The Seivs TegAty{ mois Luk 
A&TEY Uuves HTO KAvovary 6, he does dictate the hymnes fo the 
ſingers, and then of the fingers there is no queſtiori) and 

T9; . that theſe two offices was ſo ancient in the Church; that 
piſt. ad Antio- : | 5% 3 
chen. memoran- they were mentioned by S. Is natius 5 who was contem- 
25 Cone Apo. POFArY with the latrer times of the Apoſtles; We may 
$olorum. well belceve that ſer and deſcribed formes of Liturgic 
were as early as the dayes of the-Apoſtles, and continued 
in the continuation of thoſe and the like offices in all de- 
ſcending ages. Of the ſame defigne and intimarion wers 
thoſe knowne offices in the Greek Church, of the Ka 
ydexns and the TTroboaws which Socrates ſpeaks of as 
of an office in the Church of Alexandria, 77 ani 1 
"AdtZardeeia, d veryrorat xj Xanfoncis did Bogyt,' ET6 KerTHN 414410 
Holy &Te mit, BC. h Their office was the ſame with the 
Reader, they did ex preſcripto preire, & ad verbum rt- 
ferre, the ſame which ab Alexandro notes to have beene 
done inthe religious rites of Heathen Greece , They firſt 
read out of a Book the appointed prayers, and the others 
2 rcheark 
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rehearſedthem after. Now it is unimaginable that con- 
ſtant officers ſhould be appointed to ſay an office, and 
no publike office be deſcribed. ; 

[ ſhall adde bur this one thing more, and paſſe on 


ad alia. And-that is, that I never yer ſaw any inſtance, 


example”, - or... preterice- of precedent of -any Biſhop, 
Prieſt, or Lay perſon that ever prayed ex tempore 
in the Church, and although in ſome places, ſingle Bi- 
ſhops, or peradventure, other perſons of lefle Aurhority 


did oftentimes bring, prayers of their * owne into.the + pe provio in- 
Church, yet ever they were compoſitions, and preme- geuio] [de pefto- 


16” . re] fine monito- 
ditations, and were brought thither, there to be repeated lf wm 


once in Tertul- 
turgies, while they were lefſe full then fincerhey have ©: 


often, and adacd to the Lyturgie; and alrhough the Ly- 


been, were aptto receive the additions of pious and ex- 
cellent Perſons, yet the inconvenience grew fo grear, 
by permitting any forms but what were approved by a 
publike Spirit, that the Church,as She alwaics had forms 
of publike Preſcription , ſo She reſolved to permit no 
mixture of any thing but what was warranted by an 
= cquall power, that 7 «py of the Prophets might be 
$ ſubject to the Prophets, and, ſuch Spirits, when they are 
once tryed whether they be of God or no,tryed by a lawfull 
| Superiour, and a competent Judge may then venture 
# into the open aire. ' And it were a ſtrange imprudence, 
* choolingly to entertaine thoſe inconveniences which 
> ourwiſcr Fore-fathers felt, and declar'd;.and remedied: 
© For why ſhould we be in love with: that evill againſt 
| which they ſo carefully arm'd their Churches,” by the 
| proviſion anddefence of Lawes ? For this produc'd that 
Canon of the , Councell of Milevis in dfrica; Placuit ut 
| preces que probate fucrint in Concilio ab omnibus celebren- 
| Bur, nec alie ompino dicantur in Eccleſia, 'niſo = 4 pru- 

| * aemtioribus 
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dextioribus fate fnenent in Synode. . That's: the reſtraint 
and prohibwon ; publike Praycrs, muft be ſuch as are 


publikely appointed and preſcribed by our Superiors, 
and no private formes of our conceivi 


tra fidem, wel per 1enorantians wel per minus ſtudium ſit 


compoſiturs, leſt through ignorance, or want of delibera- | * 


tion any thing be ſpoken in our Prayers againſt faith, [& 
good manners;] Their reaſon is good, and they are wit- 
neſſes of it who hear the variety of Prayers, before and 
after Sermons, there where the DireQory. is practiſed, 


where(to ſpeak moſt modeſtly) not onely their private Þ * 
opinions, but alſo humane intereſts, and their own per- Þ : 
fonall concernments, and wilde fancies, born | 
not two dayes before, are made the objeats of the peo- Þþ-* 
' ples hopes, of their deſires, and rheir prayers, and all in 


rhe inean rune pretend to the holy Spirit. 
Thus farre we are gone. The Church hath (1) power 


_ and authority, and (2) command, (3) and ability, or 


promiſe of affiſtances to make publike formes of Litur- 
giz and (4) the Church alwaies did {o ; in all deſcent 
rom Moſes ro Chrift, from Chriſt to the Apoſtles, from 


| them. to all deſcending Apes 3 forT have inſtanced till 


Saint Auſtize's time ; and ſince, there is no Queſtion, the 
people Were arliſrage @;ovles 3s ovrnlor &:y1wr Up av dinugh- 
Male wileſoapirie i xovlacioer, 2s Balſamons ſaics of thoſe of 
the Greek Communion, they uſed unalterable formes 
of Prayers, deſcribed out of 'the Books of publike Li- 
rurgy it remains onely that I confider what reaſon 
and grounds of prudence and religion the Church did 
fo, and whether 


did well or no? In order to which, 
I conſider, - 


1. Every man hath perſonall needs of his owne, yr 


muſt be uſed in 4 
the Church. The reaſon followes, Ne forte aliquidcon- þ 7 


} 


* 
« 
o 


rhaps |: 


X cſtate inorder to juſtice and charity, an 
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he that mA his owne I hath airs 
the ſtate of his Soule in order to eternity, his temporal 

J the conſtitution A% 
and neceffities of his body in order to health, and his 


'Z health in order to the ſeryice oh God, as cvery wiſe and 


good man does, will find that no man can make fuch 
proviſion for his neceſſities, as he candoe for his owne, 
(c4ter6 paribus) no man knowes the things of a man bur 
the ſpirit of the man, and therefore if he have propor- 
tionable abilitics, it is allowed to him, and ir is neceſſary 
for him to repreſent his owne conditions to/ God, and 
he can beſt expreſie his owne ſenſe, or ar leaſt beſt fi 

forth his owne meaning, and if he be a good man, the 
Spirir will make interceſſion for him, with thoſe unutter- 


: able groancs. Betfides this, every 'Fanuly hath needs , 


CY EL LO a OTIS 
Re et 2 LI as -— r 


L oo to it inthe capacity of a Family, and” thoſe are to 


repreſented by the Maſter of the Family; whom men 


; of the other periwaſion are apr to confefte ro be a Prieſt 
1 in his own Family and a King, and S«crorwn omninin 


7 acknowledge, and they call npon him to- performe Fa- 


prteftes ſub Regibus efto, they are-willing in this ſenſe to 


mily duties, that is, all the publike devotions of the Fa- 
mily are to be ordered by him. | | 


Now that this is to-be done by a fet forme. of words  $. 98. 
* acknowledged by Dideclavine. Nam licet en-conclovs lure Danu 
 (Paterfamilias )-verbis exprimere aximi affetius pro arbj- cenun. 


trio poteſt, quia Daminus cor intuetar, & affeitws, tamen 


| pablict Coram 10rd familid. iden abſq, indecoro nov peteſ. 
| Ehepraycs extemmpere,withoura Serforme pe 0h. 
| de 


| may commit many an ugdecency; a fer 


cribed 


forme of prayer is moſt convenient in a Family that 
| Children all enemas may bo enabled to remember, 
| Und racitcly: recite the Jy ER with che Major 


domo, 
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domo. But I relie not upon. this z but proceed upon this 
Conſideration. | 
As private Perſons and as Families,ſo alſo have Chur- 
ches their ſpeciall neceſſities ina diſtin&t __—_ and 
therefure God hath provided for them Rulers and Fee- 
ders, Prieſts and Prelidents of religion, who are to repre- 
ſent all their needs to God; and to make proviſions. 
Now becauſe the Church cannot all meet in one place, 
but the harveſt being great it is bound up in ſeveral 
bundles, and divided into many Congregations, for all 
which the Rulers-and Stewards of this great Family are 
to provide, and yet cannot be preſent in thoſe particular 
Societies, it is neceflary that they ſhould have influence 
upon them by a generall proviſion, and therefore that 
they ſhould take care that their common necds ſhould 
be repreſented to God, by Set formes of Prayer, for they 
onely can be provided by Rulers, and uſed by their Mi- 
niſters and Deputies ; ſuch as ntuſt be one in the princi- 
pe, and diffuſed in the execution ; and it is better cx- 
preſſion of their care and duty for the Rulers to provide 
the bread and bleſle it, and then give it tothem who muſt 
miniſter it in ſmall portions and to particular companies, 
(for ſo Chriſt did ) then to leavethem who are not inthe 
ſame degree anſwerable for the Churches, as the Rulers 
are, to provide their food, and breake it, and miniſterit 
roo. The very Oeconomy of Chriſt's Family requires 
that the diſpenſations be made according tocvery man's 
capacity. . .The generall Stewards arc to:divide to.cvery 
man his portion of worke, and to givethem their food 
in duc ſcaſon,and the-under-{gvants are to doe that work 
is game them ; ſo Chriſt appointed it in the Goſpel, 
and fo the Church hath practiſed in all Ages, inde enim 
$.Cyprian.cp.2-7 P47 $emporum & ſucceſcionum vices. Epiſcoporum. ordnatio 
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Eccleſia ratio decurrit, ut Eccleſia ſupra Epiſcopes con- 
COAT omni att us Eccleſia = £m Epiſcop 05 gu- 
bernetur, when the Rulers are few(for the Eccletiaſticall 
regiment is not Democrarticall) and- the under. offices 
many, and the companies numerous, for all whichthoſe 
few Rulers arc bound to provide, and prayer and offices 
of devotion, are one of the greateſt inſtances of proviſi- 
on, it is impoſſible there ſhould be any ſufficient care 
taken or caution uſed by thoſe Rulers in the matter of 
praycrs, but for them to make ſuch preſcripr formes 
which may be uſed by all companies, under their charge; 
that ſince they are to repreſent all the needs of all their 
people, becauſe they cannor be preſent by their perſons 
inall Societies, they may be prefent by their care and 
proviſions, which is then done beſt when they make pre- 
{cript Formes of prayer, and provide pious Miniſters to 


{7 diſpenſeit. 


2. It is in the very nature of publike prayer thatit be 


7 made by a publike ſpirit, & performed by a publike con- 
Z fent. For publike, and private prayer, are certainly two 
© diſtinQ duties ; bur they are leaſt of all diſtinguiſhed by 


the place, but moſt of all, by the Spirit that dictates the 


| prayer, and the conſent in the recitation ; anditis a pri- 


vate _ which either one man makes, though ſpoken 
in publike, as the Laodicean Councell calls. 4axuis il1o- 


| Tic, private Pſalmes, or which is not atteſted by publike 


conſent of minds, and itis a publike prayer, which is 


| made by the publike ſpirit, and conſented to by a gene- 


rall acceptation ; and therefore the Lords prayer, though 
ſpoke in privare, is a publike forme, and therefore repre- 
ted plurally;; and the place is very cxtrinſecall to the 

nature of prayer ; I will that men pray every 
up pure hands ;, and retiring into a Cloſet $55oncly _ 
K 2 Pe: "ol 
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where, lifting : Tim. x, 8, 


ſed for ele ay aid! ypocrifie,not for the gteater cx. 
cellency of the duty, So that if publick Prayer have 
advantages beyond private Prayer, or upon its own 
ſtock, beſides ts, the more publick influences it receives, 
the mate excellent ix is,' And hence I -conclude, that 
fer Formes of Praycr compos'd and uſed by the 
Church; I mean by the Rulers in Conjunction and | 
Union, of Heads and Councells, and uſed by the F* 
Church ;.I mcan the Pcople in Union, and ſociety of | : 
Hearts in Spirits, hath rwo very great advantages which Þ : 
other Prayers have not. | 
For firſt, it is more truly publick, and hath the be- Þ 
nefit of thoſe helps which God (who never is deficient Þ- 
to ſupply any of our needs) = to publick perſons in 
order to publick neceſſities, by which I mean, its ema- 
nation fram a publick, and therefore a more excellent 
ſpirit. And ſecondly, it is the greateſt inſtance of union 
mthe world ; far fince God hath made Faith, Hope,and 
Charity,the ligaments of the communion of Saints, and 
Common prayer, which not onely all the Gavernows 
have propounded as. molt fix, bur in which all the peo- 
ple are united, is a great Teſtimony of the fame Faith, 
and a common hope, and mutuall chariry, becauſe they 
confeſle the {amc God whom they worthip, and the ſame 
— — 9g the ſame 
, te wag bty price of their high calling, and by pray- 

ing for eachother the fame ſenſe, and to theme Pur- 
poſe,: doing the ſame to them, that I defire they ſhould 
doe for me, docteſtifie and preſerve, and increafe their 
charity ; it followes , that common, and deſcribed 
prayers.are the moſt-excelient inſtrument, and ac, and 
heamear of the: Communion of Saivts, 8nd the gieat 
common tworme of the Church in ics degrees —_” 
c 
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like capacity, And therefore faith S. Ignative, miles #7 


T0 a vrd on Ti Tegan xn PITT avragysd:, All meet togetber, 43d 


joywe to common Prayers, pin Seiners, a4 ris fea, let there be- 


one minde, and let there be one prayer. That's the true 
Communion of Chriſtians. | 

And in purſuance of this, I conſider,thar ifall Chri- 
ſtian Churches had one common Lyturgie, there were 
not a greater ſymbol to teſtifie, nor a greater inſtrument 


to preſerve the Catholick Communion ;|and whenever - 


a Schifme was commenc'd, and that they call'd one 
another Heretick, they _—_ forſook to pray with 
one another, but they alſoaltered their Formes, by inter- 
poſition of new Claufes,and Hymnes, and Collects, and 
new Rites and Ceremonies z onely thoſe parts that com- 
bin'd kept the ſame Lyturgie;8 indeed the ſame Formes 
of Prayer , were ſo much the inſtrument of Union, 
* thatit was the onely ligament of their Socicty,(for their 
| Creeds, I reckon as = of their Lyturgie, for fo they 
7 ever were:) (o that this may teach vs a little to gueſle, I 
* will not ay into how many Churches, but into how ma- 
ny innumerable atomcs, and minutes of Qhurches thoſe 
- Chriſtians muſt needes be fcancred , who alter their 
+ Formes according to the number of perſons, and the 
| number of their mectings, every company having a 
new Forme of Prayer at every convention. Þ © 
onſideration will not be vaine, if we remember how 


c 
peat a bleſſing unity in Churches is, and haw hard ro. 


, with al} the arts inthe world ; and how cvery 


uy is. powerful caough for its diflolution, Bur thar a 


publick Forme of Lyturgic was the great inſtrument of 
Communion inthe Primitive Church, appearcs in this, 
that the «adeve+evs, OF ESCOMUNICAIION, WaSan cxclukian, 
4 CORPMUUNTEG ALOE OHG110908,, Of CONVENTMS,, &7 arms [ants 
K3 | c0m- 
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commercii, from the participation of the publick meet- 
ing and Prayers ; and therefore the more united the 
Prayer i, ſtill it is the greater inſtrument of Union 
the Authority and Conlent , the publick Spirit, and 
common Acceptation , are ſo many degrees of a more 
firme and indifloluble Communion. 

3. To this I adde, that without preſcribed Formes,i{- 
ſues of the publick Spirit and Authority, publick Com- 
munion cannot be regular and -certain, as may appear 
in one or two plain inſtances. {ris a | = ny amps. 
among thoſe of our Brethren that are zealous for ex tem- 
pore, or not enjoyned Prayers, to pray their Sermons 
over, to reduce their 'Do&trine into Devotion and Ly- 
 turgic. I miſlike irnor for the thing it ſelf, if it were re 
gularly for the manner, and the marter alwayes pious & 
true. But who ſhall aſſure me, when the Preacher hath 


—_— or rather dogmatically decreed a point of pre- 


deſtination, or of preſcience, of contingency, or of liber- 
ty, or any of the moſt myſterious parts of Divinity, and 
then prayes his Sermon over, that he then prayes with 
the Spirit « Unleſle I be ſure that he alſo Preached with 
the Spirit,I cannot be ſure;that he Prayes with the Spirit, 
for all he-prayes ex tempore. Nay, if I hear a Proteſtant 
preach in the Morning, and an Anabaptiſt in the Af- 
ternoone, to day a Presbyterian,to morrow an Indepen- 
dent, am I not moſt ſure, that when they have preached 
contradiQories , and all of them pray their Sermons 
over,that they do notall pray with the pirit?More then 
one in this caſe cannot pray with the Spirit, poſſibly all 
may pray againſt him. 

4. From whence thus argue in behalfe of ſer formes 
of prayer. "That in the caſe - nk put, how ſhall I, orany 
manelſe,ſay Amen to their prayers thar preach and pray 


N- 


K 
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Contradidories 2 Ar leaſt, I am much hindered in my 
devotion. For beſides thar,' it derives our opinions into 
our deyotions, makes every School-point, become our 
Religion, and makes God a party ſo farre as we can, in- 
titling him to our impertinent” wranglings ; Beſides 
this, I fay, while we ſhould attend to our addreſſes to- 
wards God, we are to confider. whether the point be 
true, orno ? and by that time we have tacitely diſcours'd 
it, weare upon another point, which alſo perhaps is as 

ueſtionable as the former, and by this time our ſpirit of 
Cradek is 2 little diſcompos'd and ſomething out of 
countenance, there is ſo much other 'imployment for 
the ſpirit, the ſpirit of diſcerning and judging, All which 
inconveniences are avoided in Set formes of Liturgy. 
For, we know beforchand the conditions of our commu- 
nion, and to what we are to ſay, Amen, to which if we 
like it, we may repaire.; if not, there is no harme done, 
your devotion ſhall not be ſurpriz'd, nor your commu- 
nion invaded, as it may be often, in your ex tempore 
prayers, and unlimited deyotions. | 

5. And this thing hath another: collaterall inconve- 
nience which is of great conſideration, for upon what 
confidence can we ſollicite any Recuſants to come to 
our Church, where we cannot promiſe-them, that the 
deyotions there to be uſed ſhall be innocent, nor can we 
put him into a condition to judge for himſelf 2 Tf he will 
venture he may, but we can-uſe no argument to make 
him chooſe. our Churches, though he would quit his 
owne. 

6.. So that either the people muſt have an implicite 
faithin the Prieſt, and then may moſt eaſily be abuſed, 
orit they haye not, they cannot joyne in the prayer, ir 
cannot become to them an inſtrument of communion 


but. 
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bnt by chance, and irregularly, and ex pot Facts, when 
the prayer is approv'd of, and after the devotion is ſpent, 
for till then they cannot judge, and before they doe, they, 
cannot ſay Amen, and till Amex be ſaid there is no be. 
nefit of the prayer, nor no union of hearts and deſires, 
and therefore as yet no communion. 

7. Publike Formes of prayer are great advantages to 
convey an Article of faith into the moſt ſecret retire- 
ment of the Spirit, and toeſtabliſh it with a moſt firme 
perſwaſton, and indeare it to us with the greateſt affect. 
on. For, ſince our prayers are the greatelt inſtruments 
and conveyancecs of bleſſing and mercy to us, that which 
minglcs with our hopes, which we owne to God, which 
is ſent of an errand to ferch a mercy for us, in all reaſon 
' will become the dearer ro- us for all theſe advantage. 

And juſt fo is an Article of belicf inſerted into our deyo- 
tions, and made a pare of prayer, it is extreamly confir- 
med by that confidence and maneypesn, fulne(le of per- 
mg muſt exchde all doubting from our pray- 
ers, and*it infinuates ir (elf into our affeion by being 
minglcd with our deſires, and we grow bold init by ha- 
ving offcred it to God, and ſo often acknow- 
ledgement of it to him who. /.z0t to be mocked, 

And, certainly it were a very ſtrange Liturgy in 
which .there were no publike Confeſſion of Faith, for 
a$.it were deficient im one act of Gods worſhip, which 
is offcring rhe —— up 0 God , bringing it 
n [ubjection ro Chriſt, and making publike 


of it, it alſo loſes a very great advantage which might 
accrue to Faith by making it a part of our Litur- 
glque devotions ; and this was ſo apprehended by the 
neients in the Church, our Fathers in Chrift, that 
commonly they ufed'to oppoſe a Hymne,- or 2 = 
; E 0 
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le&, ora Dozology, inidefiance of a new- Here. 
fie. The Fathers of Nice fram'd the —_ inſt 
the Arians. Saint Auſtin compos'd a Hymne agai 


principio] againſt the Macedonians. S, 4mbroſe fram'd 
the [Te Dewn?} upon occaltortof Saint #ſtime's Bap- 
tiſme, but tooke care-to make the Hymaeta be of moſt 
folemne adoration, and. yet of prudent inſtitution and 
publique. Confeſſion, that according to the advice of 
Saint Paw we might fing with grece 1m our hearts te the 
Lord, and at the fame tune teach and admonifh ene ane- 
ther roQ + Nowthis cannot be dane but in Set formes of 
prayer ; for in new devotions and uncertain formes we 
may al{o-bave an ambulatory faith, and, new Articles 
may be offered before every n, and at every con- 
ventian ; the Church can have no-ſecurity rothe contra- 
ry, nor the Article any ſtable foundation, or advanta- 
gcous inftnuation either into the judgment or memory 
of the perſons to be informed or perfwaded, bur like 
Abraham's (acrifice, as ſoone as his back is turn'd, the 
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the Donatiſts. Saint Hierewe added the [ ſicut erat im 
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menttbus adhibetur, deſcendere in nos debet. Remed;a non 
profunt: viff, immoreviur.. A curfory Prayer ſhall have a 
exanſient effect ;- when the hand is.off; the impreſſion alſo 


5 gone, | 
8. Withour the deſcription of publike former of prayer 
there. can be no (ſecurity given in, the-matter of our pray- 
f crs, but-we may: burne «fſ@ fatide for incenſe, dels 
marrow of a:Mans bones in ſtead of the fat of Rammes ; 
| andof all things in the world we ſhould be moſt curious 
that our prayers be nor turned into finne, and yer if they 


be not; preſcribed and preconſidered non can ſecure 
them antecedently, the _ fall go to: A 
| withour 
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without confidence that they ſhall returne with a bleſſing, 
for they know not whether God ſhall have a preſenr 
made of a holy oblation, or elſe whether the Miniſter | 
will ſtand in the gap, or make the gap wider ? But this [ 
rouch'd upon betore. | 

9: They preſerve the authority and ſacredneſſe of Go- 
vernment, and poflibly they are therefore decried that 
the reputation of authority may decline together. For 
as God hath made it the great Caxcell between the Cler- 
gy.and the. People, thar they are deputed to ſpeake to 
God for them, ſo is it the great diſtinRion of the perſons 
in that order, that the Rulers ſhall judge between the Mi- 
niſters and the People in relation to God, with what ad- 
drefles they ſhall come before God, and intercede for the 
People, for ſo Saint Paul enjoynes, that the ſpirits of the 
Prophets, ſhould be ſubmitted to the Prophets, wiF. tobe 


diſcern'd and judg'd by them, which thing is nor pra- 


Eicable in permiſſions of every Miniſter to pray what 
formes he pleaſes every day. | 


10, Publike formes of Liturgy are alſo the you ſecu- 


rities and baſis tothe religion and piety of the people; 
for circumftances governe them moſt, and the very dc- 
termination of a publike office, and the appointment of 
that office at certain times, engages their ſpirits, the firſt 
to an habiruall ; the latter, to an actuall devotion. Ir is 
all that the i 79ax9), many men know of their Religion, 
and they cannot any way know it better, then. by thoſe 
Formes of prayer which publiſh-their faith, and their de- 
votion to God, and all the world, and which by an ad- 
mirable expedient reduces their faith into practice, and 
places their Religion in their underſtanding, and affeQti- 
ans. And therefore Saint Paul when he was to give an 
account of his Religion, he did it not by a meer recitation 
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the manner of his worſhip. After that way which they call 
hereſie, ſo worſbip I the God of my Fathers. And the beſt 
worſhip, is the beſt religion, and therefore I am not to 
2 cruſt any man to make my manner of worſhipping, un- 
F leſſe I'durſt truſt him to be the Dictator of my Religion; 
3 and a Forme of Prayer made by a private man, is alſo 
my Religion made by a private man. So that we muſt 
ſay, after the manner that G.'the Miniſter of B. ſhall con- 
ceiveand ſpeak, ſo worſhip 7 the God of my Fathers, and if 
that be reaſonable or pious, let all the world judge. 

- 11. But when Authority ſhall conſider and determine 
upon a forme of Liturgy, and this be uſed and practiſed 
in a Church, there is an admirable conjuncion in- the 
Religion, and great co-operation towards the glory of 
: God. The authority of the injun&ion adds great repu- 
& tation tothe devotion, and takes off the contempt which 
from the no-authority of ſingle and private perſons muſt 


like practiſe of ir, and union of Spirits in the devotion, 
ſatisfies the world in the nature of it, and the Religion of 
the Church, Y 
12. But nothing can anſwer for the great ſcandall 
which all wiſe perſons, and all good perfons in the world 
muſt needs receive when there is no publike teſtimon 
conſigned, that ſuch a whole Nation, or a Church, hat 
any thing that can be called Religion, and thoſe little 
umbrages thar are, are caſuall as chance it (elf alterable, 
. I& astime ; and ſhall be good when thoſe infinite numbers 
{ I of men (that are truſted with it ) ſhall pleaſe tobe honeſt, 
# orſhall have the good luck not to be miſtaken. 
13. I will notnow inſtance in the vain-glory that is ap- 
pendant to theſe new made, _—— forms of prayer, 
- and 


of the Articles, but by giving account of his Liturgy, and. 


be conſequent to:their conceived prayers; . and the pub- _ 
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and thet ſome have been fo vaine, like the Orators ws. 


tilieniſpeaks of, ut rerbumpetant gue incipient, that they | | 


have publiſhed their ex tempore faculty upon 


- 

ment, and ſcenicall bravery, you ſhall name the a F 
and they ſhall compoſe the forme: Amongft whom allo Þþ ? 
the gift of the mans morethenthe devotion of the man, Þ* 
nor will I conſider that then his gift is eſteemed beſt, | * 
when ts prayer is longeſt; and if he takes acomplz. þ 3 
cency in his gift (as who is not apt todocit < ) he will be Þ* 


fure to extend his prayer till aſuſpitious and ſcrupulous 


man would be apr to ſay, his Prayer preſſed hard upon F | 
bleſſed Saviour reprehended in the Phe «| 


that which our b 


riſecs, who thought ts be heard for their much babling, | | 
know it was obſcrved by a very wife man, that the ve Þ 
niry of ſpirit and popular opinion that growes great, and || * 
talks loudly of his abilities that can cex tempore, |. 


may not onely be the incentive, but a helper- of the fa- Þ? 
culty, and make a man not onely to love it, burtto be the Þ* 
more able to docit. Addit ad dicendum etiam puder [ti- 
rnlos, adait & dicendorum expettata laws, mirumg, vide: |. 


poteſt, quod cam ſtylus ſecrets gaudeat, aty, onones aybitris 
reformidet, extemporalis attio auditorum frequentia, ut 
wiles congefts ſiguorum excitatur. Navnq, er aifficilioren 
concitationems exprimit, & expolit dicends ueceſiitas, & 
ſecunaos impetus auget plarenai cupido. Adeb premim 


075814 ſpettant wi eloquentia quog, quanquam plurimum bi | 
beat in ſe voluptatis maxime tamen preſenti Las lauds, ; 


oprmniſg, ducatur. It may ſo happen that the 


of the people as it is apt ro actuare the faculry. fo muy ; 


enconrage the practiſe, and ſpoile the devotion. Burt 


things are accidemtall ro the nature of the thing, and p 
therefore though 'they are 200 certainly conſequent to 
tcheperſon, yer] will not be too ſevere, bur _”_ 
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ff on the furer fide of a charitable conſtmRion, which 
eruly 1 deſire to keep, noronely to their perſons, whom 
I much reverence, but alſo to their ations. But yetT 
durſt not doe the ſame thing even for theſe laſt reaſons, 
though T had no other. 

In thenext place we muſt conſider the next great ob- 
jeion, that is with much clamour pretended,viF, that 
m ſet Formes of Prayer we reſtrain and confine the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, and in conceived Formes, when every man 
is left co his liberry, then the Spirit is free, unlunited and 
unconſtrained. : | 

I anſwer,cither their conccived formes(I uſe their own 
words, though indeed the expreſſion is very inarrifici- 
all)are premeditate and deſcribed,or they are ex texspore. 
If they be premeditate and deſcribed, then the Spurit is 
as much limited in their conceived Formes, as in the 
Churches conceived Formes. For as to this particular 
it is all one who deſcribes and limits the Forme, whether 
the Church, or a fingle man does it, ftill the Spirit is in 
conſtraint and limit. Sorthat inthis caſe they are not 
angry at ſet Forms of Prayer, but that they do not make 


them. Andifit be replied, thar if a mg perſon com- 


poſes aſert Forme, he may alter it if he pleaſe, and ſo his 
Spirit is ar liberty ; I anſwer, ſo may the Church, it She 


ſee cauſe for it; and unlefle there be cauſe, the ſingle - 


rſon will not alter it, unlefſe he do things*unreafona- 
le, and without cauſe. Sothat itwill be an unequall 
challenge, and a pecviſh quarrell roallow of ſet Formes 
Prayer made by private Perſons, and not of fet Formes: 
made by the publick Spirit of the Church. Ir is evident 


p that the Spirt is limited in both alike. 


But if by [conceived Formes)J in this Objetion they 


; mean ex tempore Prayers (for ſo they would be thought 
: L moſt 
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moſt generally to praGtiſe it) and that in the uſe of theſe, 
the liberty of'the Spirit is beſt preſerved 5 To this T an- 
{wer, that the being ex tempore, or premeditate will be 
wholly impertinent to this Queſtion of limiting the Spi- 
rit. For there may be great liberty i ſet Formes, even 
when there is much variety ; and there may be great re- 
ſtraint in extempore prayers, even then when it ſhall be 
called unlawfull to uſe ſet formes. That the Spirit is re- 
ſtrained, or that ir is free in either, is accidentall to them 
both ; for it may be cither free or not free.in both, as it 
may happen. . 

But the reſtraint is this, that every one is nor left to 
his liberty to pray how he liſt, (with premeditarton or 
without, it makes not much matter) but that he is pre- 
ſcribed unto by the ſpirit of another, Bur if it be a fault 
thus to reſtrain the Spirit, I would faine know, is not 
the Spirit reſtrained when the whole Congregation ſhall 
be confined to the Forme of this one mans compoſing ? 
'Or ſhall it beunlawfull, or ar leaſt a diſgrace and diſpa- 
ragement to uſe any ſct Formes, eſpecially of the Chur- 
ches compoſition 2 More plainly © amy 2 

2. Doth not the Miniſter confine, and reſtrain the 
Spirit of the Lords People, when they are tyed to his 
Forme ? It would ſound of more liberty to their Spirits, 
that every one might make a prayer of his own, and all 
pray together, and not be: forced or confined to the 
Miniſters ſingle dictate, and private Spirit. Ir is true, it 
would breed confuſions, aoy er, they might pray 
filently till the Sermon began, and not for the avoiding 
one inconvenience run intoa greater, and to avoid the 
diſorder of a popular noiſe reſtrain the bleſſed Spirit, 
for even in this caſeas well as in the other, Where the 
Spirit of God is, there muſt be liberty, if 
3s 
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3. If the ſpirit muſt be at liberty, who ſhall aſſure us 
this liberty muſt be in -Formes of-Prayer * And if ſo, 
whether alſo it muſt be in publick Prayer,and will it not 
ſuffice that it be in private « Andifin publick Prayers, 
isnotthe liberty of the Spirit ſufficiently preſerved, rhat 
the publick Spirit is free * That is, the Church hath po- 
wer, upon occaſion, to alter and increaſe her Litanies. 
By what argument ſhall any man make it ſo much as 
probable, that rhe holy Ghoſt is injured, if every pri- 
vate Miniſters privarte ſpirit ſhall be guided, { and there- 
fore by neceſſary conſequence limited) by the authority 
of the Churches publick Spirit * 
4. Does not the Directory that thing which is here cal- 
led reſtraining of the Spirit 2 Does it not appoint! every 


Palladium that is contended. for, and a princely liberty 
they leave unto the Spirit, to be tree onely in the ſupply- 
ing the place of a Vocabulary, and a Copia verborum ? 
For as for the matter, it is all there :deſcribed and ap- 
pointed ; andto thoſe determined ſenſes the Spirit muſt 
aſſiſt, or not at all, onely for the words he ſhalb rake his 
choiſe. Now Idefire it may be confidered ſadly and 
ſeriouſly : Is it nat as much- injury to' the Spirit tro re- 
train, his matter, as to appoint his words © Which. is 
the more conſiderable of the two, Senſe or Language, 
| Matter or Words ? I mean when they are taken ſingly, 
and ſeparately. For ſo they may very well be, (for as if 
men preſcribe the matter onely, the Spirit may cover it 


ſcribe the words, I may ſtill abound in variety of ſenſe, 


and preſerve-the liberty of my meaning ; we ſee that true 
in the various interpretations of. the: ſame” words: of 


\ 


thing but the words £ And afrer this, is it nota goodly 


with ſeverall words and exprefhions ; fo if the Spirit pre-, 


Scripture.) So thar, in the greater of the two, the Spirit 
18. 
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is retained when. his matter:is appointed;;, and to make 
him amends, for nottruſting him with the matter with- 
our our directions and limitations, we truſt him to ſay 
what he pleaſes, fo irbeto our ſenſe, to our purpoſes. 
A goodly compenſation {urely ! 

5. Did not Chriſt reſtrain the ſpirit of his Apoſtles, 
when he taught them to-pray the Lords Prayer, whether 
his precept to: his Diſciples, concerning it, was, Pray: 
this, or Pray thus, Pray theſe words, or Pray after this 
manner ? Or though it bad been leffe then either, and 
been onely a DireRory for the-matrer; ſtill iris a thing 
which our Brethren in all other caſes of the ſame nature, 
are reſolved. perpetally ro call a reſtraint. Certainly 
rhenythis prexended reſtraint, isno ſuch formidable thing, 
Theſe menthemſclves doe it by direting all of the mar- 
ter, and much.of the- manner, and Chriſt himſelf did it, 
by preſcribing both the manter, and the words too. 

' 6. Theſe reſtraints (as rhey are called) or determina- 
tions of the Spirit, axe-made by the Spirit himſelf. For 
I demand, when any Afembly of Divines appoint the 
matter of Prayers to all particular Miniſters, as this 
bath done, is that appointment by the Spirit or no If 
no, then for aught- appears,. this Directory nor being 
made by Gods. Spirit, may be an enemy to ie, But if 
this, appointment be by: the Spirit, then the determi- 
nation and limitation of the Spirir, is by the Spirit 
himſelf and ſuch-indeed. isevery. pious, and prudent con- 
ſtitution: ofthe Church.in matters Spirituall. Such as 
was, that of Saint Pal to the Corimthians, when he pre- 
ſcribed orders for publick Prophecying, and Interpre- 
tation, and:ſpeaking with:Tongues. The Spirit of ſome 
he ſo reſtrained, that he bound them to hold their peace, 
he permitted: but two or three to ſpeak at one meeting, 
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the reſt were to keep filence, though poſſibly ſix or ſeven 
IF might at thattime havethe Spirit. 
3 7. Is it nota reſtraint of the Spirit to ſing a Pſalme in 
Meeter by appointment ? Cleerly, as-much as appoin- 
ting Formes of prayer, or Euchariſt ; And yet that we 
L {ec done daily, andno ſcruple made. Is nor this to be 
partiall in judgement , and inconſiderate of what we 
doe ? 
- 8. Andnow after all this ſtrife, what harme is there 
in reſtraining the Spirit inthe preſent ſenſe ? What pro- 
hibition 2 what Law 2 What reaſon or revelation 1s a- 
gainſt it? What inconvenience in the nature of the thing? 
For, can any man be ſo weak as to imagine a deſpite 1s 
done to the Spirit of grace, when the gifts given'to his 
Church are uſed regularly, and by order ?. As if pru- 
dence wereno gift of Gods Spirit, as if helps in Go- 
vernment, and the ordering ſpirituall matters were none 
of thoſe graces which Chriſt when he aſcended up on high 
gave unto men. But this whole matter is wholly a ſtran- 
ger to reaſon, and never ſeen in Scripture. 
For, Divinity never knew any other vitious reſtraining 
the Spirit, bur either raed” An thoſe holy incitements 
| to vertue and good life, which Gods Spirit miniſters to 
# us externally, or internally ; orelſe a forbidding by pub- 
| like authority the Miniſters of the Word and Sacra- 
ments, toſpeake ſuch truths as God hath commanded, 
and ſo raking away the liberty of prophecying. The firſt 
s direQly vitious 1n #ateria ſpeciali : The ſecond is ty- 
rannicall and Antichriſtian. And to it perſecution of 
IF rruc Religionis to be reduted. Bur as for this pretended 
, © limiting or reſtraining the Spirit, #7, by appointing a 
regular Forme of prayer, it is ſo very a Chimera, = - 
M at 
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hath no footing or foundation upon any ground where 4 
wiſe man may build his confidence. 

9. But laſtly, how if the Spirit muſt be reſtrained, and 
that by precept Apoſtolicall 2 That calls us to a new ac- 
count. Bur if it be not true, what meanes Saint Pasl, by 
ſaying, The ſpirits of the Prophets muſt be ſubject to th Þ 
Prophets * What greater reſtraint then ſubje&tion ? If Þ 
ſubjected, then they muſt be ruled; if ruled, then limi- Þ 
ted ; preſcribed unto, and as much under reſtraint as the Þ 
ſpirits of the ſuperiour Prophets ſhall judge convenient. 
I ſuppoſe by this time this ObjeGion will trouble us no Þ 
more. But perhaps another will. =. 

For, why arenot the Miniſters to be left as well to 
their liberty in making their Prayers as their Sermons ? 
I anſwer, the Church may if ſhe will, but whether ſhe 
doth well or no, let her conſider. This Iam ſure, there 
is not the ſame reaſon, and I feare the experience the 
world hathalready had of it will make demonſtration 
enough of the inconvenience. But however, the diftc- 
rences are many. 

1. Our Prayers offered up by the Miniſter, are in be- 
half, and in the name of the People, and therefore great 
reaſon they ſhould know bederkantd, what,is to be pre- 
ſented, that if they like not the meſſage, they may refuſe 
to communicate, eſpecially fince people are ſo divided 
in their opinions, in their hopes, ks their faiths ; it be- 
ing aduty to refuſe comunion with' thoſe prayers whict 
wy think to have in them the matter of fin or doubting. 
Which reaſon on the other part ceaſes, for the Miniſter 
being to ſpeak from God tothe people, ifhe ſpeaks whit 
he ought not, God can right himſelf, however is not 1 
partner ofthe fin as inthe other caſe, the people poſlibl 
may be. : 

2, Il 
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2. Ir is more fita liberty be left in Preaching than 
Praying, becauſe the addrefle of our diſcourſes and ex- 
hortations are to be made according to the underſtan- 
ding and capacity of the audience, their prejudices are 
to be removed, all advantages to be taken, and they are 
ro be ſurprized that way they lie moſt open, ["But being 
crafty I caught you,” ſaith Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 
And diſcourſes and arguments ad hominem, upon their 
particular principles and practiſes may more move them 
than the moſt polite and accurate that doe not comply 
and wind about their fancies and affeftions. Saint Paul 
from the abſurd practiſe of being baprized for the dead, 
made anexcellent Argument to convince the Corinthi- 
7 ans of the ReſurreRion. But this reaſon alſo ceaſes in our 
, 5 prayers. 'For God underſtandeth what we ſay, ſuje e- 
, © nough, he hathno prejudices to be removed, no infirmi- 
| $5} tics ro be wrought upon, and a fine figure of Rhetorick, 
& a pleaſant cadence and a curious exprefſion move not 
# him atall: No other twinings and compliances ſtirre 
. © him, but charity, and humility, and zeale, and importu- 
: © nity, which all are things internall and ſpiritual. - It was 
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. | obſerved by Pliny , Deos non tam accuratis adorantium Plin.P anger 
(8 precibus, quam innocentia & ſanititate letars : gratio- 714an.dietum. 


4 We 12924, exiſtimari qui delubris eorum puram caſtamg, men- 


e I 111 quan qui meditatum carmen intulerit. And therefore ' 


<4 {8 of neceſſity there is to be great variety of diſcourſes to 
o. 8 the people, and permiſſions accordingly, but not foto 
i: God, with whom a Dews miſerere prevails as ſoon as the 
a {8 great Office of 40 houres nor long ſince invented in the 
. 2 Church of Rome, or any other prayers ſpun out to a 
Tngth beyond the extenſion of the office of a Phariſee. 
3- I feare it cannot _— our reverence to God 
2 | ro 
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- to permit to every ſpirit a liberty of publike addreſſe tg 
him in behalf of rhe people. Indeed, he that is not\firto 
pray, is not alwaics fit to preach, but it is more ſafeto be 
bold with the pcople, then with God, if the perſons be 
not ſo fit. In that there may be indiſcretion, but there 
may be impicty and irreligion in this. The People may 
berrer excuſe and pardon an indiſcretion, or a rudeneſſe, 
{ if any fach ſhould happen) than we may venture to of- 
| fer it to God. 

4. There isa latitude of Theology, much whereof is 
leftro us, ſo without. preciſe and cleare determination 
that without breach either of faith or charity men may 
differ in opinion: and if they may not be permitted to 
| abound intheir owne fenſe,they will be apt to complaine Þ* 
of tyranny over Conſcicnces, and that Men Lord itover 
their faith. In prayer this thing is ſo different, that itis 
imprudent, and full of inconvenience, to derive ſuch 
things into our prayers which may with good profit be 
martrer of Sermons. Therefore here a lidere may well 
enough be granted, when there it may better be denied. 

5. But indeed, if I may freely declare my opinion, | 
thinke it were not amilſle if the liberry of making Ser- 
mons were ſomething more reſtrain'd then it is, and that 
either ſuch perſons onely were intruſted with the liberty, 
for whom the Church her felfe may fafcly be reſj 
five, that is, to men learned, and pious, and that thc 0 
ther part, the Fulgas Cleri ſhould inftrudt the People ot 
of the fountaines of the Church, and the publike ſtock, 
till by fo long exerciſe and diſcipline in the Schooles of 
the Prophets, they may alſo be intruſted to miniſter of 
their owne unto the People. This I am ſure was the piz 
Gtife of rhe Primitive Church, when preaching ws " 
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ably and religiouſly performedas now it is ; but in this, I 
preſcribe nothing. Bur traly I think the reverend Di- 
vines of the Aﬀembly are many of them of my mind in 
this particular, and that they obſerve a liberty indulg'd 
to ſome Perſons to preach, which I' think they had ra- 
ther ſhould hold their peace, and yer think the Church 
better edified in their filence, then their Sermons: 

6. But yer methinks the Argument objected fo farre 
as the ex tempore Men make uſe of it, jÞ it were turned 
with the edge the other way, would have more reaſon in 
it ; and inſtcad of arguing [ Why ſhonld net the ſame liberty 
be allowed to their ſpirit in praying as in preaching? it were 
better ro ſubſticure this, If they can pray with the Spirir, 
why doe they not alſo preach with the Spirit 2 And ir 
may be there may be in reaſon or experience ſomething 
more for preaching and making Orations by the excel- 
lency ofa mans ſpirit and learning, then for the other, 
which in the greateſt abilities it may be unfit toventure 
to God without publike approbation : but for Sermons 
they may be fortunate and (afe if made ex tempore, Fre- 
quenter enins accidit ut ſncceſſum extemporalem conſequi 
Cura non poſiit : quem {6 calsy ac ſpirits tulit, Deum tunc 
adfuiſſe cum id eveniſſet veteres Oratores, ut Cicers dictt, 
aicbant. Now let them make demonſtration of their 
Spirit by making excellent Sermons ex tempore - that it 
may become an:experiment of their other faculty, that 
after they are tried and approv'd: in this, they may be 
conſidered for the other : And if praying with the Spirit 
be praying ex tempore, why ſhall not they preach ex tem- 
pore tao, orelle confeſſe that they. preach. without the 
Spirit, or that they have not the gift of preaching * For 
to fay that the gift of Prayer is a gift ex 1empore, bur the 
gift of Preaching is with ſtudy and delberarion, is to be- 
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come vain and impertinent. .2# enim diſcrevit ? Who 
hath made them of adifferent Confideration * I mean 
as to this particular, as to their Efficient cauſe * nor 
Reaſon, nor Reyclation, nor God, nor Man. 

To ſumme up all. If any man hath a mind to ex- 
erciſe his Gift of Prayer, let him ſet himſelf to work, 
and compoſe Bookcs of Devotion, (we have need of 
them inthe Church of England, ſo apparent need, that' 
ſome of the Church of Rome have made it an objeion 
againſt us) and this his Gift of Prayer will be to edifica- 
tion. But otherwiſe, I underſtand it is more fit for often- 
ration, then any ſpirituall advantage. For God hears 
us not the ſooner for our ex tempore, long or conceived 
Prayers, poſlibly they may become a bindrance, as in 
the caſes before-inſtagced. And Iam ſure, if the people * 
be intelligent, and can diſcerne, they are hindred in their 
Devotion; for they dare not ſay Amen till they have 
conſidered, and many ſuch caſes will occurre in ex tem- 
pore, or unlicenc'd Prayers, that need much conſidering 
before we atteſt them. Bur if the people be not intelli- 
cent , they are apt to ſwallow all the inconveniences 
which may multiply in ſo great alicence : and thereforc 
it were well that the Governours of the Church, who 
areto anſwer for their ſouls ſhould judge for them, before 
they ſay Amen ; which judgement cannor be without 
ſet Formes of Lyturgic. My ſentence therefore is, i 
wivoper vane fousy, lev us be as we are already, few chan- 
oes are for the better. 

For if it be pretended, that in the Lyturgie of the 
Church of England, which was compoſed with much 
art and judgement, by a Church that hath as much rea- 
ſon to be confident She hath the Spirit and Gifts ef 
Prayer as-any fingle perſon hath, and each learned _ 

that 
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that was at its firſt compoſition can as. much-prove that 
he had the Spirit, as the' Objeftors now adayes; (and 
he that boaſts moſt, certainly hath theleaſt : ) If I ſay ir 
be pretended that there are many errours and;inconve- 
niences both in the Order and in the matter of the Com- 
mon-prayer-Book, made by ſuch men with ſo much indu- 

ry : how much more, and with how much greater rea- 
ſon may we all dread the inconveniences and diſorders 
of ex tempore and conceived Prayers? Where reſpeRive- 
ly there 15 neither conjunction of Heads, nor Premedi- 
ration, nor Induſtry, nor Method, nor Art, nor any of 
thoſe Things, (or at leaſt not in the ſame Degree) which 
were likely to have exempted the Comon-prayer-booke 
from errours and diſorders, If theſe things be in the 
green tree, what will be done in the dry 2 
Bur if it be (aid the ex tempore and conceived Prayers 

*wil be ſecured from error by the Direory,becauſe that 
chalkes them out the marter. I anſwer, it is not ſuffici- 
ent, becauſe, if when men:ſtudy both the marter and 
the words too, they may be (and it is pretended are 
atually deceived) much more may they, when the mar- 
ter is left much more at liberty, and the words under 
no reſtraint at all. And no man can avoid the prefſure 
and the weight of this, unlefle the. Compilers of the 
Dire&ory were infallible, and that all their followers 
are ſo too, of the certainty of which, I am not yet fully 
latisfied. * 

And after this, I would faine know, what benefit 
and advantages the Churches of England in her united 
capacity receives by this new device 2 For the publique 
t is cleare, that whether the. Miniſters Pray before 
they Study, or Study.-before they Pray, there muſt 
needs be infinite difformity in. the publique Worſhip, 
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and all the benefits which before were the conſequents 
of Conformity and Unity will be-loſt , and if they be 
not valuable, I teave it toall them ro confider, who know 
the inconveniences of Publick diſunion, and the Pub- 
lick diſunion that is certainly conſequent to them, who 
doe not communicate in any common Formes of Wor- 
ſhip. And to think that the DireQory will bring Con- 
formity, 1s as if one ſhould ſay, that all who are under 
the ſame Hemiſphere are joyned in communi patria, 
and will love like CO For under the Di- 
reQory there will be as different religions, and as diftc- 
rent deſires, and as differing formes, as there are ſcveral| 
varieties of Men and Manners under the one half of Hea- 

ven,who yet breathe under the ſame half of the Globe. 
But I ask again, what benefit can the publick reccive 
by this Forme, or this no Forme 2 For I know not whe- 
ther ro call it. Shall the marter of Prayers be better in 
all Churches:ſhall God be better ſerved? ſhal the Word 
of God, and the beſt Patrernes of Prayers be always cx- 
aQly followed ? It is well if it be. But there is no ſecurity 
given us by the Directory , for the particulars, and ſpe- 
ciall inſtances of the marter are left at every. Mans dil- 
poſe for all that, and we muſt depend upon the honeſty 
of every particular for it: and if any man proves an Here- 
tick, or a Knave, then he may introduce what impiety he 
pleaſe into the publick Formes of Gods Worſhip : and 
there is no Law madeto prevent it, and it muſt be cured 
afterward if'it-.can, but before hand it is not prevented 

at all by the DireQory which truſts every man. | 

$. 140. Bur I obſerve, thar all the benefit which is pretended, 
jm it yp make an able Miniſtry. c/aximm vero 
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lent perſon. And itis very true; to beableto-ſpeak ex-! 
cellent things', without long confidering is an effec of a: 
long induſtry, and greateſt learning : but certainly the 
greateſt enemy in the world to its produQion : Much 
learning , and long -uſe of ſpeaking may.ienable _ a: 
man to ſpeak -upon ſudden occafions, bur ſpeaking: 
withourconſideration, will never make much learning. 


89. 


Nec quiſquan tantugs fidit tngenio ut fibi ſperet incipients 1don ibid. 


ftatim poſſe contingere, ſed ficut in cogitatione pracepimus, 
ita faciltatem quoque extermporalem-4 paruu mitits panta- 
tim perducemus ad ſummam. fAnd to offer that, as a 
meanes of getting learning, which cannor be done ar all 
as it ought, but after learning is already gotten ina very 


_ great degree, is higheſt miſtaking.- I conteſſe 1 am very 


much from-belieymg the allegation, and 1o. wilt every 
man be thatconfiders what kinde of men they are rhat 
have bin moſt zealous for that way of conceivedPrayer; 
I am ſure,that very few of the learnedft,uery many ign0- 
rants, moſt thoſe. who have: made leafr:abode'in the 
Schooles of the Prophets: Anditharl ' 
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Tradeſ-men of the moſt 1Uliberable arts, 
and womenpretend1o ir, and'doe it with 
thing) with as mach confidence, and þe 
ouſneſſe of ſpirit as the beſt _ t 


Sed nec tumultuarii: nec fortuiti ſermonis , You. 


a {mall portion of learning that will ſerve a man to make 


conceived Formes of Prayer, which they may have eaſi- 
ly upon the ſtock of other men, or upon their own fan- 

Cy, or upon anything in which no learning is required. 
N He 
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He that knows not this, knowes nothing of the craft that 
may be in the Preachers trade. But what 2 Is God bet. 
ter ſerved 2 I would fain ſec any authority, or any rea- 
ſon, orany probability for that. I am ſure , ignorant 
men offer him none of the beſt ſacrifices ex tempore, and 
learned men will be ſure to deliberate and know , Godis 
then better ſerved when heis (ſerved by a publick, then 
when by a private Spirit. I cannor imagine what accrue- 
ments will hence come to the Publick : it may be ſome 
advantages may be tothe private. intereſts of men. For 
there are a ſort of men whom our Blefled Saviour noted, 
Who doe devour Widowes houſes, and for a pretence make 
long prayers. They make Prayers, and they make them 
long, by this meanes they 'receive double adyantages, 
for they get reputation to-their ability,and to their piety. 
And although theCommon-prayer-Book in the Preface Þ 
to the DireRory be charged with unneceſſary length, 
yet we ſce that moſt of theſe men, they that- are moſt Þ 
eminent, or would bethonght ſo, make their Prayers 
longer, and will nor loſe the benefits which their 
credit gets, and they, by thcir credit, for making their 
Prayers. 

Adde this, that there is no. promiſe in Scripture that 
he, who prayes ex tempore,ſhall be heard the better, or 
that he ſhall be aſſiſted at all-to ſuch purpoſes,and there- 
fore to innovate-in ſo high:a-matter without a warrant to 
command. us, or a Promiſe. to warrant us, is no better 
then-vanity in the thing ,and-preſumption in the perſon. 
He therefore that. conſiders that this way: of- Prayers 
without all manner of precedent in the Primitive 
Church, againſt the example of all famous Churches 
mn all Chriſtendome, inthe whole deſtent of X V AgG, 
without all command,or warrant of. Scripture.,/ that it's 
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unreaſonable the nature of the thing,againſt prudence 
and the beſt wiſdome of humanity, becauſe ir is withour 
Deliberation, thar it is innovation in a high degree, with- 
out that authority which is truly , and by inherent and 
Ancient right ro command &e preſcribe to us in external 
Formes of Worthip,thatiris much tothe diſgrace of the 
firſt Reformers of our Religion, thar it gives encourage- 
ment tothe Church of Rowe to quarrell, with ſome rea- 
ſon, and more prerence againſt; our Reformation, as be- 
ing by the Direory confefled to have been done in 
much blindneſle; and therefore might erre in the exceſle 
as well as in the defe, throwing out too mueh, as ca- 
ſting off too little , ( which is the more likely , becauſe 
they wanted wo Feal to carry them far enough :) He thar 
conſiders the univerſall difformity of publick Worſhip, 
and the no means of Union, no Symbol of publick 
Communion being publickly conſigned, that all Here- 
fies may, with the ſame authority , be brought into 
our Prayers, and offered to God inthe behalf of the 
people, with the ſame authority, that any truth may, all 
the particular matter of our Prayers being left to the 
choice of all men, of all perſwaftons, and then obſerves 
that actually, there are in many places, Herefte, and 
Blaiphemy, and Impertinency, and illiterate Rudencſles 


# put into the Devotion of the moſt ſolemne Dayes, and 
# the moſt publick Mectings ; and then laſtly, that there 


are diverſe parts of Lyturgie, for which no'proviſton ar | 
allis made in the DireRory ; and the very adminiſtrari- 
on of the Sacraments. ler ſo looſely, that if there be any 
thing efſentiall in the Formes of Sacraments, the Sacra- 
ment may become incffectuall for want of due Words, 
and due Adminiſtration ; I ſay, he that conſiders all 


theſe things (and many more he may conſider ) will 
N 2.. finde 


| Au Apologyfor Liturgy... 

finde that parrienlay merrareinot:fitrobe mtriſied{ to of. 
fer in-Publike with their private Spirit, to-God, for the 
people, in ſuch Solemenities, in matters of ſo great concern- 
ment, where the Honour of God, the benefit of the People, 
the intereſt of Kingdomes,the being of a Church, the unity 
of Mindes, the conformity of Prattiſe, the truth of Perſwa. 
fion, and the ſalvation of Souls, are ſo much concerned 
as they are inthe publick Prayers of awhole national] 
Church. An unlearned/man 15 not tobe truſted, and a 
Wiſe man dare not traſt himſelfe; /he' tharis 7norant 
cannot, he that is knowing will nor. 
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2 Pet.2. 2.19. While they promiſe- them Likerty, they themſelves are the 
ſervants of corruption. 


Rom.4-22,23,24. Andtherefore it was impated to him for Righteouſe 
neſs. Now it was not written for his ſake- alone, that it was Impnted 
to him : But for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be Impuxea, if we Betzeve on 
him that raiſed up teſt 15 our Lord from the dead. | 
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